MYFLFAMILIES.COM

ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES



AGENDA

Elder Population

FS.§ 415

Definitions

Investigative Process

What You Can Expect

Services



ELDER POPULATION

® Florida has the highest proportion of residents aged 60 and older in the nation,
comprising 21.6% of the state population, nearly 4.9 million citizens.

® Growth among elder Floridians is expected to continue, with those 60 and older
comprising over 32% of the population within 20 years.

® The largest population percentage increase is in those ages 75-85

Source:

*U.S. Census Bureau 2023 and Florida Department of Economic and Demographic Research 2023




ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Florida Statute §415:

* Recognizes there are vulnerable adults unable to care for and/or protect

themselves
* Provides for detection and correction of abuse, neglect, and exploitation

* Places the fewest possible restrictions on personal liberties when providing

protection and assistance from abuse, neglect, or exploitation




VULNERABLE ADULT

By definition a vulnerable adult is an individual |8 years or older whose:

* Ability to perform the normal activities of daily living or to provide
for his or her own care or protection is impaired due to a mental,

emotional, sensory, long-term physical, or developmental disability or

dysfunction, brain damage, or the infirmities of aging
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ABUSE

* Willful act or threatened act by a relative, caregiver, or household
member

* Causes or is likely to cause significant physical, mental, or emotional
impairment




NEGLECT

* Failure or omission by an agreed upon caregiver to provide care,
supervision, and/or services necessary to maintain the health of a

vulnerable adult.

* Failure to protect the vulnerable adult from abuse, neglect, or exploitation

by others




EXPLOITATION

* A person who stands in a position of trust and confidence OR a person
who should know the vulnerable adult lacks the capacity to consent and
by deception or intimidation... obtains, uses or attempts to obtain or use a

vulnerable adult’s funds or assets for the benefit of someone other than the

vulnerable adult




VULNERABLE ADULT IN NEED OF
SERVICES (VAINS)

* A vulnerable adult determined to be suffering from neglect not caused by a

second party and in need of services to prevent further harm.

TAKE CARE

OF YOURSELF



ALLEGED PERPETRATORS (AP)

* Abuse Investigations - the AP must be a caregiver, household member; or a
relative

* Neglect Investigations - the AP must be in a caregiver role

* Exploitation Investigations - the AP must be in a position of trust and confidence

-or- knows the vulnerable adult lacks capacity to consent.



CAPACITY TO CONSENT

* Sufficient understanding to make and communicate responsible decisions

regarding person or property
* Orientation to person, place, and time

* Ability to make decisions about various facets of life



CAPACITY TO CONSENT

® Comprehension of own mental, physical, environmental limitations
® Knowledge of resources available
® Understanding of consequences

® Establishes authority to provide protective services and emergency

services



CAPACITY TO CONSENT

Choosing to make poor choices
while understanding the

consequences, does NOT

constitute a lack of capacity.




LAW ENFORCEMENT & APS
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INVESTIGATIONS

The Florida Abuse Hotline will accept a report for:

* A vulnerable adult located in Florida who is believed to
have been abused, neglected or exploited in Florida

or

* A person who may be a vulnerable adult who is in need of
services




INVESTIGATIVE STEPS

The Protective Investigator determines:

* |s someone a vulnerable adult per definition in FS § 415

* Capacity to Consent
* Does the AP meet statutory criteria for this role

* Safety/risk of the vulnerable adult
* Indications of A/N/E

* Determine intervention/services necessary to safeguard and
ensure the vulnerable adult’s well-being




CLOSING THE INVESTIGATION

* The investigation is completed, closed and locked by the Protective
Investigator Supervisor within 60 days of the report.

* Notification is sent to the vulnerable adult, caregiver and/or guardian at the
case closure.

* Subjects of the report may then request to review the report and
investigation.



REPORTER OF A/N/E

Due to confidentiality details of the investigation are not
shared with reporters

* As areporter you can expect contact from the
investigator

*  As a source of information, you can expect collaboration

with the investigator regarding needs and concern




ALLEGED PERPETRATORS

If you are named as an alleged perpetrator in an abuse, neglect or exploitation

report you have the right to:

® Have an attorney present at your own expense
® Right to refuse an interview with the Investigator

® A copy of the final report without reporter information.



SERVICE REFERRALS

* Services enable individuals to live as safely as

possible in the least restrictive setting

* APS Human Services Counselors to provide in

home case management services

* Community based services for age group 60+ are
provided by Senior Service Agencies
subcontracted by Dept of Elder Affairs



TO REPORT OR NOT TO REPORT?

Who is a mandated reporter in Florida?
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WHEN TO REPORT?

* FS.§ 415.1034, |a - states, “anyone who knows, or has reasonable cause to
suspect, that a vulnerable adult has been or is being abused, neglected, or

exploited shall immediately report such knowledge or suspicion to the

central abuse hotline”.

* REASONABLE per Mr.Webster is “of sound judgement, fair and moderate”.

WHO WHAT WHEN WHERE WHY

did you see did you see you saw it it occurred it's suspicious




REPORTING

* Law, Chapter §415, requires the reporting of known
or suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation of

vulnerable adults.

* Reports are accepted 24/7

* 1-800-96 ABUSE
* ReportAbuse.dcf.state/fl/us
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Oour Team

Shanika Figueroa Rodriguez

Supervisor of Federal Programs and District McKinney-Vento Liaison
Figueroa_S@hesb.ki2.flus

352-797-7070 x70M410

Pam Barron

Students & Families in Transition Specialist
Barron_P@hcsb.ki2 flus

352-797-7070 x70291

Vanessa Torres

Students « Families in Transition Specialist
Torres_V@hesb.k12.flus

3512-797-7070 x70201

Debbie Kelly

Students & Families in Transition Unaccompanied Youth Specialist
(High School Level)

Kelly_D3@hesb.kl2.fl.us

352-797-7070 x70203



The McKinney-Vente Hemeless Assistance Act

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act is part of the No Child
Left Behind Act, reauthorized under Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA) in 2015.

It provides legal protections ensuring that all children and youm

experiencing homelessness have equal access to the same free,
44/‘ appropriate public education (enroll, attend and succeed), including
VI public preschool education, as provided to other children and youth.



Pefinitien of
Hemelessness

Not all homeless people live in the woods, on the streets, or under a bridge.
This limited definition does not align with the definition of homelessness
according to the McKinney-Vento Act.

The term “Homeless Children and Youth” under
the McKinney-Vento Act means:

Individuals who lack a Fixed, Reqular, and
Adequate Nighttime Residence

’IM,I




pefinition of Hemeless under the
McKinney-Vente Act

Dawn
: Center

Living in an emergency shelter, domestic violence
shelter, or transitional housing

Living in a. motel/ hotel, AirBNB, trailer park or
campground

Living in a car, park, tent, public place (storage
unit), bus or train station

Living in an abandoned building, or other structure
not meant for housing (substandard)

Doubled Up due to economic hardship/loss of
housing



UnaccomPanieJ
Hemeless Yeuth

According to the McKinney- Vento Homeless Assistance Act,
unaccompanied homeless youth are children or youth (can be of any
age) who are not in the physical custody of a parent or legal
guardian and meet the definition of homeless. They may be in kinship
or friendship care.

Unaccompinied Hemeless Yeuth are eften hiJh scheel
aSeJ students that have been:

* Kicked out of their home
* Have chosen to leave dangerous or unsupportive situations
* Have been separated from a parent due to:
o Parental incarceration
o Hospitalization
o Illness or death




Why are
Children and

youth hemeless?

c o g a @

Economic Crisis

Lack of affordable housing
Home foreclosures

Eviction

Disasters (hurricanes,
floods, earthquakes, other
natural disasters, man-
made disasters)

Family change such as
divorce, separation or
death

Health problems, addiction,
PTSD and unpaid medical
bills

Domestic violence

Physical, sexual or
emotional abuse or neglect

© Deep poverty




- j(: Requirements of the
McKinney-Vente Act

Immediate Enrollment

Even when lacking proof of residency,
guardianship, birth certificate, school records
or other documents, medical records or
required dress code items.

* “Enrollment” includes attending classes and
participating fully in school activities.*



Unaccompaniei Hemeless Yeuth
And Certified UnﬂCCompanieJ Yeuth
( Ages 16+)

* Unaccompanied homeless youth shall be immediately enrolled without
proof of quardianship [42 U.8.C. 8 1432(g)(1)(H)(iv)]

* There are three common methods for enrolling unaccompanied homeless
students:

* the student enrolls him or herself,

* a caregiver enrolls the student, or

\ I\ ) * the local liaison enrolls the student

* A school district cannot require a caregiver to obtain legal quardianship at any point prior to or following an
unaccompanied homeless student’s enrollment. A school district also cannot discontinue a student's enrollment due to an
inability to identify a caregiver, guardian, or parent following enrollment or an inability to produce guardianship or other
paperwork.



McKinney-Vente Act

Q,V) 3(‘ Requirements of the

Keeping students in their
“School of Origin”

1 Student, 1 School, | Year

School of Origin:
* The school in which the student attended when
permanently housed or the school in which the student

Eligible students are was last enrolled.
transported to their
School of Origin at the Zoned school:

* Students may also be enrolled in their zoned school of

district’s expense, if
P ‘ their temporary residence.

feasible.



Students in transition have the right to

what servicés de e
provide? Ty g

* Student government

Students in Transition can receive assistance with: * Honor societies

* backpacks * Clubs
* school supplies * Band
* uniforms * Choir
* reqular school clothing (for non-uniform schools) * Field trips
* shoes & socks * Athletics
* underwear
* toiletries MKV requires the removal of barriers to

* tents/blankets/sheets/towels
* air mattresses
* academic fees
(on a case-by-case basis, depending on availability)
* extracurricular fees
(on a case-by-case basis, depending on availability)
* absence/tardy excusal

participation which can include the waiving
of activity fees and deadlines for
participation.

Reqhuiremern‘s









Parents and Kids Talk About Homelessness

Afisanoe 10 End Hesmsinds e

-

Parents and Kids Talk abeut Hemelessness Videe

https://youtu.be/CX4TzZWdDAFY?si=g-h9SzVgDjT1npBs







Citrus Ceunty:

Nichelle Mehre-Cassidy
McKinney-Vente T@SA

Pistrict Student Services, Citrus Scheels
2575 Panther Pride Br.
Lecante, FL 34461
(352) 527-00%0 x.6512 effice
(352) 587-5155 Cell

hitps://www.citrusscheels.erg/mckinney-vente

Sumptér Ceunty:
Lisa Mmelendez
Secial Werker/Pistrict Families in Transitien
Ligisen

(352) 793-2515 x50257 effice

https:// wiww.sumter.kl2.flus/ student-
services-heme

Pasce Ceunty:
Kimberly Natal
Preqram Ceerdinater SIT, Heme td, Private Scheels
office of Innevatien, Advanced Studies and Cheice
813-794-2644

Cristal elivera
Reseurce Teacher, Students in Transitien (SIT)
office of Innevatien, Advanced Studies and Cheice
813-794-2780

Judy Scavine
Gradvatien Enhancément Ceerdinater
Students In Transitien Pregram (sit)
office of Innevatien, Advanced Studies and Cheice
Grnsle Veice: 813-738-3376
Sit I"r-‘,ram office: 815-794-2262
Fasce Ceunty Scheels

hﬂps:f / uuu.pisco.klz.ﬂ.us{ sit/

Neishboring Hemeless Ligisens

Pelk County:

Ben Ruch | Hemeless Lidisen
Federal Pregrams | The Hearth
rujecf | Polk Ceunty Public
Scheels
1915 S. Fleral Avenue, Bartew, FL.
25850
T: 863.457.4709 <683 | F:
8635.534.0210 |
pelkscheelsfl.com/hearth

hﬂps:ﬁ uuu.plkschu[sﬂ.comfsc
hnlsandpr-’riimsf hearth
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