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ELDER POPULATION

 Florida has the highest proportion of residents aged 60 and older in the nation, 
comprising 21.6% of the state population, nearly 4.9 million citizens.

 Growth among elder Floridians is expected to continue, with those 60 and older 
comprising over 32% of the population within 20 years.

 The largest population percentage increase is in those ages 75-85

Source:

*U.S. Census Bureau 2023 and Florida Department of Economic and Demographic Research 2023



ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Florida Statute §415:

• Recognizes there are vulnerable adults unable to care for and/or protect 
themselves

• Provides for detection and correction of abuse, neglect, and exploitation

• Places the fewest possible restrictions on personal liberties when providing 
protection and assistance from abuse, neglect, or exploitation



VULNERABLE ADULT

By definition a vulnerable adult is an individual 18 years or older whose:

• Ability to perform the normal activities of daily living or to provide 
for his or her own care or protection is impaired due to a mental, 
emotional, sensory, long-term physical, or developmental disability or 
dysfunction, brain damage, or the infirmities of aging



TO BE VULNERABLE
OR NOT TO BE VULNERABLE?

LONG TERM
 PHYSICAL
 MENTAL 
 EMOTIONAL
 SENSORY 
 INFIRMITIES OF AGING 

 
ALL MAKE SOMEONE VULNERABLE 
ONLY IF
THEY PREVENT SOMEONE FROM COMPLETING THEIR ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING
OR
PROVIDING FOR THEIR CARE AND PROTECTION



ABUSE

• Willful act or threatened act by a relative, caregiver, or household 
member

• Causes or is likely to cause significant physical, mental, or emotional 
impairment



NEGLECT

• Failure or omission by an agreed upon caregiver to provide care, 
supervision, and/or services necessary to maintain the health of a 
vulnerable adult.

• Failure to protect the vulnerable adult from abuse, neglect, or exploitation 
by others



EXPLOITATION

• A person who stands in a position of trust and confidence OR a person 
who should know the vulnerable adult lacks the capacity to consent and 
by deception or intimidation… obtains, uses or attempts to obtain or use a 
vulnerable adult’s funds or assets for the benefit of someone other than the 
vulnerable adult 



VULNERABLE ADULT IN NEED OF 
SERVICES (VAINS) 

• A vulnerable adult determined to be suffering from neglect not caused by a 
second party and in need of services to prevent further harm.

TAKE CARE

OF  YOURSELF



ALLEGED PERPETRATORS (AP)

• Abuse Investigations - the AP must be a caregiver, household member, or a 
relative

• Neglect Investigations - the AP must be in a caregiver role

• Exploitation Investigations - the AP must be in a position of trust and confidence 
-or- knows the vulnerable adult lacks capacity to consent.



• Sufficient understanding to make and communicate responsible decisions 

regarding person or property

• Orientation to person, place, and time

• Ability to make decisions about various facets of life

CAPACITY TO CONSENT



CAPACITY TO CONSENT

 Comprehension of own mental, physical, environmental limitations

 Knowledge of resources available

 Understanding of consequences

 Establishes authority to provide protective services and emergency 

services



Choosing to make poor choices 
while understanding the 

consequences, does NOT
constitute a lack of capacity. 

CAPACITY TO CONSENT



LAW ENFORCEMENT & APS

• Emergency Entry of Premises

If situation presents a risk of death or serious injury 
& consent is not obtained

• Emergency Removal from Premises

Victim lacks capacity to consent & is at immediate 
risk of death or serious injury



INVESTIGATIONS

The Florida Abuse Hotline will accept a report for:

• A vulnerable adult located in Florida who is believed to 
have been abused, neglected or exploited in Florida

or
• A person who may be a vulnerable adult who is in need of 

services



INVESTIGATIVE STEPS

The Protective Investigator determines:

• Is someone a vulnerable adult per definition in FS § 415

• Capacity to Consent
• Does the AP meet statutory criteria for this role
• Safety/risk of the vulnerable adult
• Indications of A/N/E
• Determine intervention/services necessary to safeguard and 

ensure the vulnerable adult’s well-being



CLOSING THE INVESTIGATION

• The investigation is completed, closed and locked by the Protective 
Investigator Supervisor within 60 days of the report.

• Notification is sent to the vulnerable adult, caregiver and/or guardian at the 
case closure.

• Subjects of the report may then request to review the report and 
investigation.



REPORTER OF A/N/E

Due to confidentiality details of the investigation are not 
shared with reporters 

• As a reporter you can expect contact from the 
investigator

• As a source of information, you can expect collaboration 
with the investigator regarding needs and concern



ALLEGED PERPETRATORS

If you are named as an alleged perpetrator in an abuse, neglect or exploitation 
report you have the right to:

 Have an attorney present at your own expense

 Right to refuse an interview with the Investigator

 A copy of the final report without reporter information.  



SERVICE REFERRALS

• Services enable individuals to live as safely as 
possible in the least restrictive setting

• APS Human Services Counselors to provide in 
home case management services

• Community based services for age group 60+ are 
provided by Senior Service Agencies 
subcontracted by Dept of Elder Affairs



TO REPORT OR NOT TO REPORT?

Who is a mandated reporter in Florida?



WHEN TO REPORT?

• F.S. § 415.1034, 1a - states, “anyone who knows, or has reasonable cause to 
suspect, that a vulnerable adult has been or is being abused, neglected, or 
exploited shall immediately report such knowledge or suspicion to the 
central abuse hotline”.

• REASONABLE per Mr. Webster is “of sound judgement, fair and moderate”.



REPORTING

• Law, Chapter §415, requires the reporting of known 
or suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation of 
vulnerable adults.

• Reports are accepted 24/7

• 1-800-96ABUSE

• ReportAbuse.dcf.state/fl/us



June 15th



CONTACT INFORMATION





























https://youtu.be/CX4TzWdDAFY?si=g-h9SzVgDjT1npBs
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PARENT GUIDE/GUIA PARA PADRES

Do you live with another family or family members due to loss of housing,
economic hardship- or a similar reason?

;Vive usted osus hijos con otros miembros desu familia o con otra familia
porque perdieron su viviendo pordificultades econ6micas o una raz6n similar?

Are you and your child living in a moteL hoteL trailer pafb camp_lgg.grounds.
garage, eator p-ublic eleaduetothe [ack of alternative housing and financial
hardships?

; Vive usted o sus h'ljos en un moteL hoteL trdiler. terreno p_ara acan1pal
autom6vil o 6rea ptDlica debido a la falta de opciones de vivienda y
dificultades financieras?

Additional school resources and
family support is available for

families who qualify. Services may
include: school enrollment, school

clothing/uniforms, school
supplies, toiletries, educational
transportation assista nce, and

community resources.

HERNANDO
SCHOOL DISTRICT

For more information call:
(352)797-7070 ext. 70291 or 7O2O1

Para mas informaci6n llame a:
(3521797-7070 ext. 7O291 or 7O2O1

Students *Families
in Transhion

A

Recursos escolares adici6nales y
apoyo familiar estSn disponibles

para las familias que califican. Los
servicios pueden incluir: inscripci6n
escolar, ropa/u niformes escolares,

ftiles escolares, articulos de
higiene, asistencia con transporte

educativo y recursos comunitarios.
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Learn it. Loue it. Liue it.
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eQud es Io Ley
McKinney-Vento?

La Ley McKinney-Vento es
uno ley f ederal que brindo

opoyo educotivo o los
estudiontes sin hogor.

Servicios Previsto:
. Motriculo Inmedioto
. Comprobote poro Fisicos/Vocunos
. Mochilos
. Moterioles Escolores
. Unifonmes
. Articulos deHigiene
o Torifos Acoddmicos
. Torifos de Actividodes Extrocunriculas
. Informoci6n de Recursos
o Tronsporte a lo Escuelo de Origen (si es

f octible)
. Derechos de lo Escuelo de Origen (la

escuelo o lo gue osistio el nifio o joven
cuondo tenia uno viviendo permonente o

donde se matricul5 por dltimo vez)

Los estudiantes que cuatifiquen podr6n
matricularse en [a escueta sin los documentos

usuates, tales como:
Evidencia de Residencia

Registros de Vacunas
Certificado de Nacimiento

Registros escotares y/o documentos legales de tutor

I

Student Housing Questionnaire
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el Cuestionario de
para Estudiantes

para ver si cualifrca

N uestra m ision:
Proveer estabilidad a

I estudiante en I escuela por i afro
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In Tron!

c6digo QBy
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cVive en uno direcci6n
temporol?

cHo sido desalojodo
recientemente o ho
perdido su hogor o

juicio hipotecorio?

cEs usted un joven
gue vive solo sin un

podre o tutor legol?

corAUNiQUEsE cON sU ENLM
DE /14dKINNry-VENTO

(352) 797-7070
Especialista
exl.7O29l or 7O2O1

Especialista en Juventud no
Acom pa frada en la Escuela
Secundaria
ext. 7O2O3

Escanee aquI
para obtener

informacion del
sitio web
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HERNANDO
SCHOOL DISTRICT

*soMos uN PnoGRAua acaoEMrco Y No
PROVEEMOS VIYIENDA*
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El Progromo de
Estudiontes y

Fomilios en
Tronsici6n
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*De conformidad con [a Ley de asistencia para
personas sin hogar de lVcKinney-Vento**

5i es osi, nuestro eguipo
puede ayudor!
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Services Provided:
. Immediote Enrollment. Physicol/fmmunizotion Vouchers. Bockpocks. School Supplies. Uniforms. Toiletries. Acodemic Fees. Extrocurriculor Activity Fees. Resource fnformotion
o Tronsportotion to School of

Origin (if feosible). School of Origin Rights (the
school that the child or youth
attended when permanently
housed or where last enrolled)

Students who quatify witt be allowed to enrotl in
schooI without the usua[ documents such as:

Proof of Residency
lmmunization Records

Birth Certificate
SchooI records and/or tegal guardianship papersWhot is the

McKinney-Vento
Act?

The McKinney-Vento Act is
a f ederol low which
provid es educationol
support for students

expe?ienci n9 ho melessness.

Student Housing Questionnaire
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Scan

to see ifyouryaliff

Our Mission:
To provide stability for

I Student in I School for I Year
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In llorlltlon

and fill
the Student

Questionnaire
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Do you live of o

temporory oddress?

Hove you recently
been evicted or lost

your home to
foreclosure?

Are you o youth living
on your own without o

porent or legol
guordion?

CONTACT YOUP,

,146KINNW-VENTO TEAIA
(352) 797-7070

Accom pa nied Specia I ists
ext.7O29l or 7O2O1

High School Unaccompanied
Youth Specialist
ext. 7O2O3

Scan here for
website

information
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HERNANDO
SCHOOL DISTRICT

*WE ARE AN ACADEMIC BASED PROGRAM AND
Do NoT PRovtDE HOUSING ASSISTANCE*

stud ent:m Fomilies
in Tronsition

Progrom

*ln comptiance with the IVcKinney-Vento
Hometess Assistance Act*
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If so, our team con
help!
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