
REsoLuTIONNo.# 2.D23-2oD 

AN ASSESSMENT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING AND ADOPTING A NON-AD V ALO REM 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT WITHIN THE COUNTY LIMITS FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF BENEFITING ASSESSED PROPERTIES 

THROUGH ENHANCED MEDICAID PAYMENTS FOR LOCAL 

SERVICES; FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT CERTAIN 

REAL PROPERTY IS SPECIALLY BENEFITED BY THE 

ASSESSMENT; COLLECTING THE ASSESSMENT AGAINST 

THE REAL PROPERTY; ESTABLISIDNG A PUBLIC HEARING 

TO CONSIDER IMPOSITION OF THE PROPOSED 

ASSESSMENT AND THE METHOD OF ITS COLLECTION; 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PUBLICATION OF 

NOTICES IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR 

CERTAIN OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS AND DELEGATIONS 

OF AUTHORITY AS NECESSARY; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, hospitals in Hernando County's jurisdiction (the "Hospitals") annually 
provide millions of dollars of uncompensated care to uninsured persons and those who qualify for 
Medicaid because Medicaid, on average, covers only 60% of the costs of the health care services 
actually provided by Hospitals to Medicaid-eligible persons, leaving hospitals with significant 
uncompensated costs; and 

\VHEREAS, the State of Florida (the "State") received federal authority to establish the 
Statewide Medicaid Managed Care Hospital directed payment program (the "DPP") to offset 
hospitals' uncompensated Medicaid costs and improve quality of care provided to Florida's 
Medicaid population; and 

WHEREAS, Hospitals have asked Hernando County (the "County") to impose a non-ad 
valorem special assessment upon certain real property interests held by the Hospitals to help 
finance the non-fede.ral share of the State's Medicaid program; and 

WHEREAS, the only real properties interests that will be subject to the non-ad valorem 
assessments authorized herein are those belonging to the Hospitals; and 

,vHEREAS, the County recognizes that one or more of the Hospitals within the County's 
boundaries may be located upon real property leased from governmental entities and that such 
Hospitals may be assessed because courts do not make distinctions on the application of special 
assessments based on "property interests" but rather on the distinction of the classifications ofreal 
property being assessed; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this Resolution, the following capitalized terms, not 
otherwise defined herein or in the Ordinance, shall have the meanings below, unless the context 
otherwise requires. 

Assessed Property means the real property in the County to which an Institutional Health 
Care Provider holds a right of possession and right of use through an ownership or leasehold 
interest, thus making the property subject to the Assessment. 

Assessment means a non-ad valorem special assessment imposed by the County on 
Assessed Property to fund the non-federal share of Medicaid and Medicaid managed care 
payments that will benefit hospitals providing Local Services in the County. 

Assessment Coordinator means the person appointed to administer the Assessment 
imposed pursuant to this Article, or such person's designee. 

Board means the Board of County Commissioners of Hernando County, Florida. 

Comptroller means the Hernando County Comptrol1e.r, ex officio Clerk to the Board, or 
other such person as may be duly authorized to act on such person's behalf. 

County means Hernando County, Florida. 

Fiscal Year means the period commencing on _October 1 of each year and continuing 
through the next succeeding September 30, or such other period as may be prescribed by law as 
the fiscal year for the County. 

Institutional Health Care Provider means a private for-profit or not-for-profit hospital that 
provides inpatient hospital services. 

Local Services means the provision of health care services to Medicaid, indigent, and 
uninsured members of the Hernando County community. 

Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Roll means the special assessment roll prepared by the 
County. 

Ordinance means the Hernando County Local Provider Participation Fund Ordinance 
codified in Chapter 15, Article II of the Hernando County Code of Ordinances. 

Tax Collector means the Hernando County Tax Collector. 

Section 2. Authoritv. Pursuant to Article VIII, Section l(f) of the Constitution of the 
State of Florida, Chapter 125 of the Florida Statutes, and the Hernando County Local Provider 
Participation Fund Ordinance, the Board is hereby authorized to impose a special assessment 
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in the Florida Hospital Uniform Reporting System, as available from the Florida Agency for Health 
Care Administration. 

Section 6. Timing and Method of Collection. The amount of the assessment is to be 
collected pursuant to the Alternative Method outlined in§ 197.3631, Fla Stat. 

The Cotmty shall provide Assessment bills by first class mail to the owner of each affected 
Hospital. The bill or accompanying explanatory material shall include: (I) a reference to this 
Resolution, (2) the total amount of the hospital's Assessment for the appropriate period, (3) the 
location at which payment will be accepted, (4) the date on which the Assessment is due, and (5) a 
statement that the Assessment constitutes a lien against assessed property and/or improvements equal 
in rank and dignity with the liens of all state, county, district or municipal taxes and other non-ad 
valorem assessments. 

No act of error or omission on the part of the Comptroller, Property Appraiser, Tax 
Collector, Assessment Coordinator, Board, or their deputies or employees shall operate to 
release or discharge any obligation for payment of the Assessment imposed by the Board under 
the Ordinance and this resolution. 

Section 7. Public Hearing. The Board has heard and considered objections of all 
interested persons prior to rendering a decision on the Assessment and attached Non-Ad Valorem 
Assessment Roll that is attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

Section 8. Responsibility for Enforcement. The County and its agent, if any, sha]) 
maintain the duty to enforce the prompt collection of the Assessment by the means provided herein. 
The duties related to collection of assessments may be enforced at the suit of any holder of 
obligations in a court of competent jurisdiction by mandamus or other appropriate proceedings or 
actions. 

Section 9. Severabilitv. If any clause, section, or provision of this resolution is 
declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason or cause, the remaining portion hereof shall be in 
full force and effect and shall be valid as if such invalid portion thereof had not been incorporated 
herein. 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 

By _ _  -+="----'"<-- -

ERSON 
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