
All-Hazards Disaster Planning Guide 
Hurricane Season is June 1st - November 30th 

YOUR NEW HURRICANE 
EVACUATION MAP INSIDE 

Download this guide at tampabayprepares.org 

Do you know your Evacuation Level?  Check the map or visit floridadisaster.org/knowyourzone 

HernandoCoGov 

@HernandoCoGov 

hernandocounty.us/em 

(352) 754-4083 

Make a Plan 
Build a Kit 

Stay Informed 
Get Involved 



http://floodsmart.gov
http://redcross.org
http://disastersafety.org/
http://ready.gov


http://floodsmart.gov
http://iii.org


1. Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio and/or a 
battery-powered commercial radio and extra 
batteries. 

2. Many mobile phones are capable of receiving 
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs). These alerts 
can inform you about life-threatening weather 
conditions in your immediate area. 

3. Know the terms used to describe tornado threats: 

a. “Tornado Watch”- Tornadoes are possible.  
  Remain alert for approaching storms. 

b. “Tornado Warning”- A tornado has been 
 sighted or indicated by a weather radar. 

Take shelter immediately. 

4. If a tornado threatens, seek shelter in a small, 
windowless interior room or hallway on the lowest 
level of a sturdy building. 

5. Mobile homes are not safe during tornadoes. 
Abandon mobile homes and go to the nearest 
sturdy building immediately. 

6. If you are caught outdoors, seek shelter in a 
sturdy building; NOT a mobile home or portable 
structure. 

7. If you cannot quickly walk to a sturdy building, 
immediately get into a vehicle, buckle your 
seat belt, and try to drive to the closest sturdy 
building. 

8. If flying debris occurs while you are driving, get 
off the road as soon as possible. It is often better 
to leave the road completely than to pull over to     
the side. Then you have the following options: 

1. IF THUNDER ROARS, GO INDOORS. Stay inside 
for at least 30 minutes after thunder stops. 

2. Do not use trees for cover. 

3. Do not lie down in an open area. 

4. Stay away from bodies of water. 

5.  Find a safe place to take cover, like inside a home 
or business, a restroom in a park, or a shelter on a 
beach. 

The time to prepare is now! 

1. If flooding threatens, get to higher ground. 
Stay away from flood-prone areas, including 
low spots and ditches. Take dry clothing, a 
flashlight, and a portable radio with you. 

2. TURN AROUND, DON’T DROWN. Avoid flooded 
areas or those with rapid water flow. Do not 
attempt to cross a flowing stream or drive in 
water. The depth is not always obvious. It takes 
only six inches of fast flowing water to sweep 
you off your feet. 

3. Do not allow children to play in or near high 
water, storm drains, or ditches. Flood waters 
may be contaminated with oil, gasoline, or raw 
sewage.  

4. Purchase flood insurance. 

5. Do not sweep or blow yard leaves, pine needles, 
grass clippings, or soil into the street or 
stormwater system. Doing so clogs pipes and 
prevents flood waters from draining. 

Disaster Safety Tips 

FLOODING TORNADOES 

LIGHTNING/THUNDERSTORMS 

Image Credit: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Knowing what hazards can affect your community and learning what to do before, during, 
and after each one will help you be safe and help you to to recover quickly after a disaster. 

a. Stay in your vehicle, 
secured into a seat 
belt, and put your 
head down below the 
window. Cover your 
head with your hands 
or a blanket if you 
have one. 

b. Or, if you can safely 
get lower than the 
level of the roadway, 
exit your vehicle 
and lie in that area, 
covering your head 
with your hands. 
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STOW UNTIL NEEDED: 
� First aid kit including bandages, antiseptic, tape, compresses, aspirin and 

aspirin-free pain reliever, anti-diarrhea medication, antacid, and important 
phone numbers 

� Flashlights and batteries for each family member 

� Portable radio and batteries 

� Mosquito repellent 

� Sunscreen 

� Whistle and/or distress flag 

� Emergency charger for cell phones and other devices 
(consider a solar-powered alternative) 

� An old-fashioned corded telephone that does not require electricity 
(i.e. a corded landline, not a cordless phone or cell phone) 

� Cash (with no power, banks may be closed; checks and credit cards 
may not be accepted, and ATMs may not be operational) 

� Charcoal, matches, and grill (do not use indoors) 

� Generator and fuel 

� Ice chest/cooler and ice 

� Plastic tarp, window screening, tools, and nails 

� Non-electric can opener 

� Instant tire sealer 

� Fire extinguisher (small canister, ABC type) 

� Water purification kit (tablets, odorless chlorine, and iodine) 

� Clean-up supplies (mop, buckets, towels, disinfectant) 

� Garbage can or bucket with tight-fitting lid and cat litter (emergency toilet) 

� Toilet paper, paper towels, and pre-moistened towelettes or baby wipes 

Stock up now (or a little at a time) and store these items where you can get to them quickly. 

Disaster Supply Kit 

REPLENISH FOR FRESHNESS: 
� Up-to-date list of family medicines and dosages, along with doctor and pharmacy 

phone numbers, and a 2-week supply of prescription medicines. 

� Enough non-perishable food to feed your family and pets for at least 7 days. Special 
dietary foods or baby food and formula, if needed. Replenish every 6 months. 

� 1 gallon of drinking water per person, per day, plus water for cooking and washing 
(minimum 7 days). Stock up on a few cases of bottled water at your home and/or 
workplace in the event that there is a “boil water” order. 

� Infant items (medicine, sterile water, diapers, ready formula, bottles), if needed. 

� Extra batteries (camera, flashlight, radio, portable TV, lamp). 

Is your supply kit ready? 

EVACUATION SUPPLIES FOR YOUR HOUSEHOLD PETS: PAGES 16-17 

Your evacuation map 
is inside this guide. 
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IF YOU EVACUATE, ALSO TAKE: 
� Hygiene items (toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, soap, hand sanitizer, etc.) 

� Extra clothing, shoes, eyeglasses, hearing aids (and batteries) 

� Important papers and irreplaceable keepsakes (driver’s license, special medical 
information, insurance policies, property inventories, photographs, etc.) 

� Pillows, blankets, sleeping bags, or air mattresses 

� Folding chairs, lawn chairs, or cots 

� Each member of the family should bring face masks to cover their mouth and nose 

� Look for used and discount emergency items: Certain emergency supplies such as radios and 
flashlights do not necessarily need to be purchased new or at full price. Of course, make sure such 
supplies are in good working condition. 

� Store water: Purchasing commercially bottled water is recommended, but not always economically 
feasible. Start washing out and saving 2-liter soft drink bottles and 1-gallon milk jugs now so there 
will be plenty on hand to fill with tap water when a storm is approaching. 

� Spread out your emergency preparedness shopping: Buying batteries one week, a giant jar of 
peanut butter the next, and then canned tuna, and so on, is easier on the wallet than purchasing 
everything at once. Stock up on non-perishable items. 

� Check out the dollar and discount stores: They offer items at a low cost, from cleaning products to 
coloring books for the kids that would come in handy if the power goes off. 

� Clean out your gutters and drains: Make sure that water isn’t collecting on the roof and around 
your home in rainstorms. Preparing your home now can prevent damage and costly repairs if a 
major storm hits. 

� Cut limbs from trees near your property. One of the biggest end-products from a storm is debris. 
Preventing debris from damaging your property will save you money! 

� Purchase a generator off-season. Once hurricane season starts, generator prices may increase. 

� Baby food jars - 
combination of vegetables, 
fruits, cereals, and meats 

� Formula (powered and/or 
ready-made) 

� Oral electrolyte solution, 
such as Pedialyte 

� Favorite healthy snacks 

� Cereal (child age-specific) 

� Juice boxes 

�    Baby feeding spoons 

�    Baby bottles 

�    Nipples for baby bottles 

� Toddler potty seat 

� Diapers / pull-ups 

� Diaper wipes 

� Diaper rash ointment 

� Disposable changing pads 

� Infant bathing basin, wash 
cloths, and towels 

� Infant clothes, hat, and 
booties 

� Lightweight blankets 

� Portable crib 

� Small toys that do not make 
noise such as books, cards, 
puzzles, and handheld 
games with extra batteries 

EVACUATION ITEMS FOR CHILDREN: 

TIPS FOR PREPARING ON A BUDGET 
Not only does planning ahead give you more time to make sure your hurricane checklist is completed, 
it can also save you money. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) offers these tips for   
cost-conscious hurricane preparedness: 
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THE ABCS OF SEVERE WEATHER MOBILE HOMES, BOATS, & RVs 

To withstand the forces of wind associated with 
severe weather remember your ABCs: 

• ANCHOR ROOF 

• BRACE ENTRY & 
GARAGE DOORS 

• COVER 
WINDOWS 

• SAFE ROOM 

DO NOT stay in a room which does not have shielded 
windows/glass doors. Find an interior room— a 
bathroom, hallway, or closet— which will help buffer 
you from the storm’s winds and any flying debris. 

Safe rooms can also be site-built or manufactured, 
and can be installed in new or existing homes. Make 
sure all family members know where the safe room is 
and be sure to take your disaster supplies with you. 

Bracing for the Storm 
Storms can be unpredictable. As a storm approaches, stay tuned for the latest weather updates on 
local radio and TV stations, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) Weather 
Radio, and your county’s official social media. 

Is your home ready? 

Mobile homes, boats, and recreational vehicle (RV) 
residents must evacuate for any hurricane evacuation 
order given, regardless of location within the county. 
NEVER stay inside a mobile home, boat, or RV to 
ride out the storm. Evacuate to a friend’s or relative’s 
home, hotel, motel, or nearby designated shelter/ 
evacuation center. 

Anchor mobile homes or RVs with tie downs, and 
inspect tie downs annually. If your boat is on a trailer, 
store it in a garage or other covered facility away 
from the coastline. A boat in the water should only be 
secured in a well-protected marina. A seawall or sandy 
spit that normally protects a harbor may not offer 
any protection in a severe storm. Contact marinas in 
advance to learn about their hurricane plan. 

form 

7 



Did You Know? 

WHAT MAKES A HURRICANE? 

• Hurricanes are categorized on a scale of 1 to 5, depending on wind 
strength and destructive power. 

• The eye at a hurricane’s center is relatively calm, and clear, but the 
eyewall surrounding the eye is composed of dense clouds that contain 
the highest winds in the storm. 

• The right side of the hurricane is generally the most dangerous in 
terms of storm surge, winds, and tornadoes. 

• Do not focus on the eye or the track - hurricanes are immense systems 
that can move in patterns that are difficult to predict. 

HURRICANE WATCH 

An announcement that hurricane 
conditions (sustained winds of 74 mph or 
higher) are possible within the specified 
area. A hurricane watch is typically issued 
48 hours in advance of the anticipated 
onset of tropical-storm-force winds. 

HURRICANE WARNING 

An announcement that hurricane conditions 
(sustained winds of 74 mph or higher) are 
expected somewhere within the specified 
area. A hurricane warning is typically issued 
36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset 
of tropicalstorm-force winds. 

VS 

Storm ingredients Final product 

8 



http://www.ready.gov/kids/prepare-pedro


EVACUATE TO A SAFE LOCATION 

SHELTER-IN-PLACE 

Do not panic. Move at a steady pace and leave enough time to 
get to where you will weather the storm. DO NOT take chances by 
staying in an unsafe location or waiting until it is too late! 

Sheltering in place is a practical option if 
you live in a safe area and structure. 
Offer your home as a shelter to relatives 
or friends in harm’s way. 

1. Assemble your Disaster Supply Kit. 
Prepare enough supplies for your 
entire family, including pets. 

2. Secure your home and important 
documents, and stock extra 
supplies. 

3. Fill your vehicle’s gas tank and 
check oil, fluids, and tires. 
Gas pumps will not operate if the 
power goes out. 

4. Notify family and friends of your 
plans. 

5. During and after a disaster, you may 
be without power and many of the 
services you rely on, including water, 
sewer, phone, internet, cell phone, 
and businesses. Emergency services 
may not be able to immediately 
respond. Are you prepared to be 
self-reliant for at least 3-7 days 
after a storm? 

6. Get extra cash. Banks and ATMs will 
not operate during power outages. 
Few stores will be able to accept 
credit cards or personal checks. 

7. Check on your neighbors. Especially 
the elderly and people with medical 
needs. Are they prepared? 

8. Stay alert to weather advisories. 
Use a NOAA Weather Radio and follow 
County web and social media updates. 

1. Assemble your Disaster Supply Kit. Prepare enough supplies 
for your entire family, including pets. 

2. Select your safe place. Determine where you will go and how 
you will get there. This place can be a friend’s or relative’s 
home, hotel, motel, or nearby designated shelter/evacuation 
shelter. Make sure your destination is NOT in an area that has 
been ordered to evacuate. When possible, evacuating 
“tens of miles, not hundreds” reduces your chance of being 
stuck in traffic and shortens your time to return home. 

3. Fill your vehicle’s gas tank and check oil, fluids, and tires. 
Gas pumps will not operate if the power goes out. 

4.   Notify family and friends of your plans. 

5. Bring extra cash. Banks and ATMs will not operate during 
power outages. Few stores will be able to accept credit cards or 
personal checks. 

6. Enact your Pet Plan. Read more about keeping animals safe 
on pages 16 & 17. 

7. Secure your home, pack important documents, and gather 
your evacuation supplies. 

8. Check on your neighbors. Especially the elderly and people 
with medical needs. Do they need transportation assistance? 

9. When advised by your County, grab your family, pets, 
and supply kit and head to safety using your Hurricane 
Evacuation Map (inside this guide). 

RIDE OUT THE STORM Listen to local officials for the "all clear" before going outside or   
returning home. Florida Emergency Information Line: 1-800-342-3557. 

IF A STORM IS APPROACHING, THERE ARE TWO PATHS TO CONSIDER. 

EVACUATE OR STAY? WHICH PATH   
SHOULD YOU TAKE? 

(Mobile home or RV, an area that floods often 
or is near a waterway, or a structure in need of 
repair or built prior to 2002). 

Find your Hurricane Evacuation Level on the 
inside map. If your area is ordered to evacuate, 
for the safety of you, your family, and your 
community, you must ALWAYS evacuate. 

Don’t roll the dice and 
take a chance with your life! 

1) Do you live in a vulnerable  
    area or home? 

2) Have you been ordered by 
     County officials to evacuate? 

NO 
NO 

YES 
YES 

STARTSTART 
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http://hernandocounty.us/em
http://twitter.com/HernandoCoGov
http://facebook.com/HernandoCoGov


http://ready.gov
http://hernandocounty.us/em
http://hernandocounty.us/em


http://floridadisaster.org/knowyourzone
http://floridadisaster.org/knowyourzone
http://twitter.com/HernandoCoGov
http://facebook.com/HernandoCoGov
http://AlertHernando.org
http://hernandocounty.us/em 
http://hernandocounty.us/em
http://hernandocounty.us/em
http://floodsmart.gov


http://petswelcome.com




http://floridadisaster.biz
http://disastersafety.org/
http://ready.gov


http://tbrpc.org/phoenix
http://floridadisaster.biz/DisasterPlanningToolkit
https://floridadisaster.biz/
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Xm_ss5QmBAE
http://floridajobs.org
http://uschamberfoundation.org/node/43155
http://uschamberfoundation.org/node/43155




http://www.hernandocounty.us/em
http://www.hernandocounty.us/utils
http://www.hernandocounty.us/dpw






http://myfloridalicense.com
http://flash.org 
http://mysafeflorida.org
http://floodsmart.gov
http://disastersafety.org
http:// fema.gov/grants/mitigation


http://fema.gov/disasters
http://sba.gov/disaster
http://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy
http://floridadisaster.org/dem/recovery
http://FloridaPA.org
http://www.fema.gov
http://disasterassistance.gov
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