





2.5.3.4 The determination of the availability of water and
wastewater services may, at the option of the District, be determined together

or separately.

SECTION 3 - REQUESTS FOR_SERVICE
3.1 General

3.1.1 Except in formally established municipal or franchised service
areas, no person shall subdivide real property or construct any residential,
commercial or industrial building within the unincorporated area of Hernando
County without first requesting water and sewer sexrvice from the Hernando
County Utilities Department. '

3.1.2 All requests for service shall be made by submitting a formal
application for water and/or wastewater service to the District. The initial
application will be reviewed by Ehe department to determine the apparent
feasibility and requirements for providing service.

3.2 Individual Single Family Homes ~ Applications for single residential
homes shall be made directly to the Hernando County Utilities Department.
3.3 Application Forms

3.3.1 All applicants for service in the District shall complete the
Hernando County Form "Application for Water Service® or "Application for
Wastewater Sexvice", whichever applies and submit to: .

HERNANDO COUNTY UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
202 East Jefferson Street
Brooksville, Florida 34601

3.3.2 A1l applications for single or multi-family developments and
commercial and other establishments involving water or wastewater flows in
excess of 2,000 gallons per day shall be submitted by a Registered
Professional Engineer unless otherwise approved by the Hernando County
Utilities Department.

SECTION 4 - REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS

4,1 The "Application for Service" will be reviewed and evaluated as to the

feasibility of providing service, with a written response issued to the

applicant within two weeks of receipt of the application, indicating the
availability or unavailability of service, or requesting additional
information. Upon receipt of the Preliminary Review, or in the event that no
written response is issued within two weeks of receipt of application, the

Applicant shall request a Final Review in writing.
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4,2 Final Review - Within two weeks of receipt of a request for Final Review

and the fﬁrnishing of all additional information requested, the Utilities

Department shall advise the Applicant in writing of the availability of

service and, if service is available, the connection fee, point of connection,

required extensions, and any other pertinent requirements.
BECTION § - CONNECTION FEES

5.1 Definitions

5.1.1 Subregional Wastewater Plant Cagacity - Major subregional
components consisting of Qastewater treatment plants, disposal facili&ies or
reclaimed water facilities.

5.1.2 Wastewater Onsite Facgilities - Gravity lines, force mains
and pump stations within the legal boundary description of the property to be
developed, excluding ove:sizing at the request of the county.

‘ .5.1.3 Subregional Wastewater Offsite Transmission Facilities - All
gravity lines, force mains and pump stations necessary to transmit wastewater
from the onsite system to the capacity system of sufficient size and design‘to
accommodate future area growth,

5.1.4 Nonsubreqional Offgite Facilities - Consists of the lines,
pumps, and pump stations to transfer sewage from the project boundary to the
subregional transmission system, subregional wastewater plant, inteéim
wastewater transmission system, or interim wastewater plant which is not
sufficiently sized and designed to accommodate future area growth.

5.1.5 Wastewater Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) - The
equivalent residential unit (ERU) for wastewater eqguals 200 gallons per day
(gpd) ; ERUs for non-residential, commercial, or industrial use shall be
determined by dividing the average wastewater flow required or generatea by
250 gpd.

5.1.6 Wastewater Connection Fee - As established by the Board, the

residential wastewater connection fee per ERU is $1,600 and the non-
residential, commercial and industrial wastewater connection fee per ERU is
$2,000. Each fee consists of the following three components:

5.1.6.1 The subregional wastewater plant capacity portion is
$1,000 per ERU for residential usage and $1,250 per ERU for non-residential,
commercial and industrial usage.

5.1.6,2 The subregional wastewater offsite transmission




facilities portion is $428 per ERU for residential usage ahd $535 for non-
residentiél, commercial and industrial usage.

5.1.6.3 The nonsubregional offsite facilities portion is $172
per ERU for residential usage and $215 for non-residenﬁial, commercial and
industrial usage.

5.1.7 Water Suggix - The ability and capacity to provide adequate
amounts of water to businesses and residences within the District’s service
area from the Diptrict’s wells,

5.1.8 Water Storage - The use of water storage tanks to provide
additional water capacity during peak demand hours when water consumption is
greater than water pumping capacity. This prevents the district from having
to construct additional wells in order to pump enough water to meet peak
demands.

.5.1.9 Water Treatment -~ The use of chemicals such as chlorine, to
purify the water and kill any bacteria which may exist in the water to ensure
that the water is safe for human consumption.

5.1.10 Offsite Water Transmigsion - All water line and water mains
necessary to transmit water‘from the well to the onsite water distribution
system,

5.1.11 Water Onsite Transmission - Water lines and water.mains
within the legal boundaxry of the property which distribute water to the
residential and/or commercial buildings located within the property
boundaries.

5.1.12 Water Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) - The equivalent
residential unit (ERU) for water usage is 250 gallons per day (gpd) for

residential and non-residential, commercial and industrial units.

5.1.13 Water Connection Fee - As established by the Board, the

connection fee per ERU is $525, consisting of four components:

5.,1.13.1 The water supply portion is $75 per ERU.
5.1.13.2 The water storage portion is $175 per ERU,
§.1.13.3 The water treatment portion is $65 per ERU.
5.1.13.4 The offsite water transmission portion is $210 per ERU.
5.2  Connection Fees
5.2.1 Connection fees shall be uniform, and based upon current average

costs of providing potable water supply or wastewater treatment plant and




disposal facilities. Connection fees shall be based upon the anticipated
average daily water consumption and/or wastewater flow contribution for the
type of development or establishment requesting éervice. Connection fees
shall be determined in accordance with Section 5. When existing structures
connected to the system will require an increased water supply and/or sewage
capacity, additional connection fees shall be charged based upon the
anticipated increase in flow resulting from the new demand. When existing
structures connected to the system use a greater water supply and/or sewage
capacity than they were allocated, additional connection fees shall be charged
based upon the increased flow resulting from the additional usage. The amount
of additional connection fees charged for the additional usage shall be based
on the average daily water usage and/or sewage treated for the most recent
twelve (12) month period. All additional connection fees shall be paid at the

rates then in effect at time of payment.

5.2.2 Water meter installation charges established by the Hefnando
County Utilities Department shall be uniform, and based upon the then current
average costs of tapping the main, running the service line to the property
line, and setting the meter. Water meter installation charges are not
included in the connection fee described above and shall be paid directly to

the Utilities Department at the time actual service is requested for each

connection. Allow two to four weeks for meter installation. If requested by
the Applicant and approved by the County Utilities Department, the Applicant
may construct the service line from the main to the property line with the -
District installing the meter at cost.

5.2.3 In the event any application for service cannot be calculated by
the Utilities Department and engineering work is required, then the Applicant
shall pay the cost of such engineering.

§.2.4 Calculation of Wastewater Connection Fees

5.2.4.1 For sewage which does not require pretreatment prior
to discharge into the sewerage system wastewater connection fees are
calculated as follows:
5.2.4.1.1 For residential developments, the pianned
number of single family residential units is multiplied by the current total
wastewater connection fee per ERU to determine the total connection fees due

for the development,



5.2.4.1.2 Non-residential, commercial, and
industriai wastewater connection fees are calculated by dividing the required
or anticipated average daily wastewater flow by 250 gallons to determine the
numbexr of ERUs. The number of ERUs is then multiplied by the current
commercial wastewater connection fee per ERU to determine the total wastewater
connection fees due for the project.

5.2.4.2 For establishments where wastewater flows exceed

normal domestic strength, the ERUs shall be adjusted to compensate for the
cost of reducing such strength to an normal domestic strength.

5.2.5 Wastewater Connection Fee Credits - Wastewater connection fee

credits may only be granted for those projects where the developer is actually
constructing, at his expense, the following various connection fee portions of
wastewater facilities.

5.2.5.1 Subregional Wastewater Plant Capacity - Credit up to
the existing subregional wastewater plant capacity portion per ERU may be
granted only for the land, design, construction and engineering services of
subregional wastewater plants, disposal or reclaimed water facilities. Credit
will not be given for connection to, expansion of or construction of interim
ﬁastewater facilities.

5.2.5.2 Subregional Wastewater Offsite Transmission facilities
Credit up to the existing subregional wastewater offsite transmission
facilities portion per ERU may be granted only for the design, construction
and engineering services of subregional transmission facilities at the
required subregional size at build-out.

5.2.5.3 Nonsubreqional Offgite Faciljities - Credit up to the
existing nonsubregional offsite facilities portion of each ERU may be granted
for the construction of offsite transmission and collection system(s}.

5.2.6 Calculation of Water Connection Fees.

5.2.6.1 For residential developments the planned number of
single family residential units is multiplied by the current total water
connection fee per ERU to determine the total water connection fees due for
the development,

5.2.6,2 Non-residential, commercial, and industrial water
connection fees are calculated by dividing the required or anticipated average

daily water flow by 250 gallons to determine the number of ERUs. The number
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of ERUs is then multiplied by the current water connection fee per ERU to
determine the total commection fees due for the project.

5.2.7 Water Connection Fee Credits - Water connection fee credits may
only be granted for those projects where the developer is actually
constructing the applicable connection fee portions of water facilities.

5.2.7.1 Watgr‘Sugglx -~ Credit up to the existing water supply
portion pexr ERU may be granted only for the land, design, construction, and
engineering services for water wells.

8.2.7.2 Water Storage - Credit up to the existing water supply
portion per ERU may be granted only for the land, design, construction, and
engineeriﬁg services for water storage facilities.

5.2.7.3 Water Treatment Costs - Credit up to the existing

water supply portion per ERU may be granted only for the land, design,

construction and engineering services for water txeatment facilities.
5.2.7.3 Offaite Water Transmission Costs - Credit up to the

existing water supply portion per ERU may be granted only for the design,

construction and engineering services for offsgite water transmission

facilities.

5.3 Expenditure of Connecti§n Fees

5.3.1 Connection fees collected by the District for subregional
wastewater plant capacity may be expended for design, construction and
engineering services for subregional wastewater treatment plants and disposal
or reclaimed water facilities to include land. These funds may also be used.
to pay debt service for the financing of new facilities.

5.3.2 Connection fees collected by the District for subregional
wastewater offsite transmission facilities may be expended for land, design,
construction and engineering services for subregional wastewater offsite
transmigsion facilities. These funds may also be used to pay debt service for
the financing of new facilities.

5.3.3 Connection fees collected by the District for nonsubregional
‘offsite facilities may be expended for land, design, construction and
engineering services for nonsubregional offsite facilities., These funds may
also be used to pay debt service for the financing of new facilities.

SECTION 6 - POINT OF CONNECTION

6.1 General - The District reserves the right to establish the point of




connection for entry into District systems.
6.2 Consgruction of Water or Wastewater Extensions

6.2.1 By Appligant: 'Upon request by the applicant and approval by the
Governing Board, the Applicant may engage his Engineer to design and consgruct
the required line extension. Design and construction shall be in accordance
with the appropriate policy, standards and specifications of the District.

6.2.2 By District: Upon request by the Bpplicant, the District may
cause to be constructed the necessary water and/or wastewater line extensions
to the project, Upon receipt of said request, the District will advise the
Applicant of the estimated construction cost (to include engineering, legal
and administrative costs) and the estimated time of completion. Payment of
the estimated cost to the District will be required prior to initiating
construction.‘ Adjustment to the District or the Applicant will be made based
upon final construction costs.

6.2.3 The District shall determine which entity shall design and
construct the line extension.

6.2.4 Basis of Extension Size - Water main extensions are to be sized
based upon a maximum 4 FPS velocity for estimated maximum daily domestic watexr
usage plus fire flows. Under no circumstances shall water transmission main
extensions be less than 6-inch diameter. Sanitary force main extens;ons shall
be sized based upon maintaining a velocity of 2.5 FPS and a maximum velocity
of 7.5 FPS for design flow conditions. Gravity sanitary sewer extensions
shall be a minimum of 8-inch diameter. For purposes of this requirement, the
above criteria shall only apply to through streets or other cases where future
additional development is possible.

6.3 Overgilzing - Where the District requires oversizing for the purpose of
perving future additional development, the Applicant shall be so advised. All
construction costs asgociated with oversizing shall be borme by the District.
The cost of oversizing will be credited against comnnection fees. All costs
for oversizing in excess of connection fees shall be paid by the District.
Costs of oversizing shall be based upon the incremental installed cost of the
oversizing less the District approved estimated cost in accordance with
Subsection 5.2.4.

6.4 Line Extensions by Special Assessment

6.4.1 Where service is requested by individueal property owners, either
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residential or commercial, in areas adjacent to existing District facilities
having adequate capacity, involving potential future customers in addition to

those requesting service, Hernando County Utilities Department will detexrmine

the feasibllity of constructing the necessary line extensions with payment to

be by contract or special assessment in accordance with Chapter 153, Part I,
of the Florida Statutes orx otﬁer applicable provisions of law. Assessment of
line extension costs shall be on a proportionate basis, in accordance with the
front footage or antlcipated flow associated with each property. ' All special
agsessments shall be approved by the District Board at a properly advertised
Public Hearing. Any assessments may be pald at the office of the County Tax
Collector within 30 days after Ehe confirmation thereof, without interest.
Thereafter all assessmentg shall be payable in equal annual installments, with
interest at 8 percent per annum from the expiration of said 30 days in each of
the succeeding number of years for which the assessment’ will be payable as
determined by Resolution at the time or times in each year at which the
general property taxes are payable; provided, however, that the District may
by Resolution fix a shorter period of payment for any assessment and/or adjust
the interest rate not to exceed what is authorized by Florida Statutes;
provided further that any assessment may be paid at any time before due,
together with interest accrued thereon to the date of payment.

6.4.2 Connection fees associated with this type of service request will
be required as stipulated in this Ordinance. Connection fee payment shall be
made prior to connecting to the facilities, or, if requested by the Applicant
and approved by the District may be included in the special assessment as
outlined in Subsection 6.4.1.

6.4.3 When it can be documented by the Applicant that a special
assessment, as outlined in Subsection 6.4.1, has been paid in full, the amount
of the assessment shall be deducted from the appropriate comnection fee, i.e.,
assessments for water improvements may be deducted from water connection fees
and assessments for wasteyater improvements may be deducted from wastewater
connection fees,

SECTION 7 ~ SERVICE COMMITWENTS
7.1 Acceptance of Final Review - Within 90 days of receipt of the final
review setting forth the comnection fees, point of connection, and extension

requirements, the Applicant shall advise the District of his acceptance of the

)
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District’s proposal.

7.2 Development Schedule - Along with the acceptance of the proposal the
Applicant shall provide to the Hernando County Utilities Department an
estimated schedule of development with said schedule showing the estimated
numbexr of units to be constructed yearly until completion.

7.3 Formal Commitment - wiﬁhin two weeks after receipt of the Applicant’s
Notification of Acceptance and Development Schedule, the Governing Board shall
issue a formal commitment letter. The commitment letter shall bind the
District to provide services to the Applicant subject to receipt of connection
fee payment and appropriate regulatory approvals. Commitments are non-
transferable from one property to another; however, commitments are
transferable to a new owner of the same property.

7.4 Expiration of Commitment - Unless otherwise agreed, commitments shall
expire five years after issuance of the formal commitment for projects or
project phases involving lump sum payments. Commitments shall expire at the
end of the last year indicated on the Applicant’s Development Schedule for
projects involving incremental payment of connection fees. Commitments will -
be honored for any initial building permit issued by the County Building and
Zoning Department,

7.5 Time Extensions to Commitment

7.5,1 Time extensions to commitments may be granted for periods not to
exceed two years, provided capacity within the water and/or sewer system
remains available, and provided that a request is submitted in writing prior
to 30 days before the expiration date of the commitment.

7.5.2 Service agreements or commitment contracts entered into prior to
the effective date of this ordinance, by which the District agreed to accept
advanced connection fees and reserve capacity at its water or wastewater
treatment facilities and by which the Developef agreed to connect a certain
number of units to the District facilities in accordance with an agréed upon
schedule, may be granted two year time extensions in accordance with section
7.5.1.

SECTION 8 - CONNECTION FER PAYMENT, REVISTIONS, EXPENDITURES AND REFUNDS
8.1 Connection Fee Payment Schedule - Payment of connection fees shall be
made upon commitment By the District for capacity, upon approval of a water

and/or sewer service agreement or concurrent with the issuance of building or
\
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remodeling permits by the Hernando County Building and Zoning Department.
Connectionvfees shall be paid either as a lump sum or in project phases as
described below, or on an installment basis with monthly, quarterly, semi-
annual or annual payments, All connection fees paid on an installment basis,
the installment period shall not exceed five (5) years.
8.2 Lump_Sum Paxmént - The connection fee payment amount shall be for the
amount of sewer or water capacity committed to the project. Connection fees
for all projects involving single buildings shall be paid fully upon receipt
of the formal commitment. 'Payment of connection fees for any project may be
made as a lump sum at the option of the Applicant and shall be paid upon
receipt of receipt of formal commitment. If an immediate expenditure of funds
is not required by the County to provide service, an irrevocable letter of
credit from a Florida bank or other security acceptable to the County Attorney
equal to 100 percent of the total connection fee may be-.acceptable.
8.3 Project Phase Payments - Connection fees for Project Phases shall be
paid upon commitment for service by the District for the additional project
phases. If an immediate expenditure of funds is not required by the District
to provide service, an irrevocable letter of credit from a Florida bank or
other security acceptable to the County Attorney equal to 100 percent of the
total connection fee may be acceptable.
8.4 Connection Fee Revisions - Any changes in regard to connection fees
listed herein shall be by resolution of the Hernmando County Water and Sewer
District Boaxrd at a properly advertised Boara meeting. Revised connection
fees shall apply to commitments then in effect as follows:

5.4.1 Commitments involving connection fees fuliy paid under the Lump
Sum Payment method shall not be effected by the revised fee schedule until
expiration of the commitment. If a time extension is g;anted upon expiration
of the commitment, additional fees shall apply for all project phases for
which permits have not been issued. The Applicant shall have the option of
either paying the difference in connection fees for each project phase made
after expiration of the original commitment or of having the remaining unused
connection fee balance credited toward a revised number of prepaid
connections.

8.4.2 Commitments involving connection fees paid under the Incremental

Payment method shall be revised in the following manner:
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8.4.2,1 Down payments shall be credited in the same manner as
Lump Sum Payments described in Subsection 8.2 of this ordinance.
8.4.2,2, Upon full utilization of the Lump Sum Payment,
connection fees for remaining units shall be ﬁased upon the
connection fees in effect at the time application is made for a
Building Permit.
8.5 Franchise Connection Fee Extended Payment Plan - When Franchise holders
sexrving apartments, mobile home parks or other commercial establishments under
single ownership aﬁd/or éontrol are required by a governmental agency to
connect to the District utility system, the comnnection fees required by
Subsection 5.2.1 may be paid as a lump sum in accordance with Section 8.2 or,
if approved by the District Bcard; on an extended payment plan, The extended
payment plan shall require a down payment equal to twenty (20} percent of the
connection fee. The remainder shall be payable in equal monthly installments
at an annual interest rate of eilght (8) percent over a periocd of time not to
exceed five (5) years or an interest rate not to exceed what is authorized by
Florida Statutes. Monthly installments shall be billed and paid separately
along with the monthly water and/or sewer service bills from Hernando County
Utilities Department.
B.6 Connection Fee Expenditures

All connection fees will be deposited in a separate fund. All interest
earned by the investments of monies in this fund will be deposited into this
fund. The use of monies in each fund are restricted to paymenﬁ for land,
engineering, construction and associated costs of new facilities built to
provide additional capacity, or debt service for the financing of these
facilities. Connection fees may be expended district-wide.

8.7 Connection Fee Refunds

8.7.1 Request for refunds will be considered if submitted in writing
prior to 30 days before expiration of commitment.

8.7.2 Upon réceipt of a written request for Connection Fee Refund and
termination of service commitment, the Director of the Utilities Department
will determine and advise the Applicant within 30 days as to the amount of
refund. Any funds expended by the District related in any way to the service
request in question, including bué not limited to land, engineering and

construction, shall be deducted from the prepaid connection fee, in
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determining the amount of the refund. Refunds shall be made within 90 days of
original #equest.

8.7.3 In the event that a force majeure or an act of a State or Federal
government regulatory agency prohibits the District from connecting the
Applicant to the water or wastewater system, the District agrees to refund all

connection fees paid.

SECTION 9 - DRSIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

Design and Construction Standards shall be in accordance with exisﬁing
District Policies, Standafds, and Specifications in effect at the time Plans
and Specificatlone are submitted for review.
SECTION 10 - COMPLIANCE
All applicants for water and/or sewervservice shall comply with this
Ordinance. Any person, firm, or corporation, either individually or through
agents, employees, or independent contractors who shall- violate the provisions
of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars (4$500.00)
for each violation or imprisonment for not more than sixty (60) days in County
'jail for each violation, or both, and each day of violation shall constitute a
separate offense.
SECTION 11 - ADDITIONAY, REMEDIES
In addition to any other remedies or relief available, the District.may enjoin
any violation of this ordinance.
SECTION 12 -~ SEVERABILITY
It is declared to be the intent of the Board of County Commissioners that, if
any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this
Ordinance is for any reason held unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity
thereof shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
Ordinance.
SECTION 13 - INCLUSION IN THE CODE
It is the intention of the Board of Countf Commissioners of Hernando County,
Florida, and is hereby provided, that the provisions of this Ordinance shall
become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of Hernando, Florida. To
this énd, the gections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to
accomplish such intention, and that the word "Ordinance" may be changed to

"Section, "Article", or other appropriate designation.
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SBCTION 14 - REPEALER

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed. Should any portion of this Ordinance be held invalid, then such
portiong as are not declared to be invalid shall remain in full force and
effect.

SEéTION 16 - RFFECTIVE DATE
Certified coples of this Ordinance shall be filed with the Department of State
by the Clerk of the Board within ten (10) days after enactment by the Board of
County Commissioners and shal; take effect upon receipt of official
acknowledgement from that office that such Ordinance has been filed. The
Hernando County Utilities Department will begin charging the new connection
fee rates as specified in this Ordinance on April 1, 19954.

/

. PASSED and ADOPTED in Regular Session this Zlfiday of 4:£§[ZL02€§/1994.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA
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2 ken Nitcolai Jyfie Ester

QLerk of‘cirduit Court Chairman
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