








3.7 FAILURE TO CONNECT

3.7.1 If any owner of any lot or parcel of land within the DISTRICT shall fail and

refuse to connect with and use the facilities of the DISTRICT'S water and/or

sanitary sewer system within ninety (90) calendar days ofwritten notification

so to do by the DEPARTMENT or the Hernando County Health Department

or other state or local agency with regulatory jurisdiction, as provided above,

and no formal proceeding appealing or otherwise challenging such

determination has been commenced, then the DEPARTMENT shall be

authorized to make such connections, entering on or upon any such lot or

parcel of land for the purpose of making such connection. The DISTRICT

shall thereupon be entitled to recover the cost of making such connection,

together with reasonable penalties and interest and attorney's fees, by suit in

any court of competent jurisdiction.

3.7.2 In addition, and as an alternative means of collecting such costs of making

such connections, the DISTRICT shall have a lien on such lot orparcel ofland

for such cost, which lien shall be of equal dignity with the lien of State and

County and municipal taxes. The DISTRICT may foreclose such lien in the

same manner provided by the laws ofFlorida for the foreclosure ofmortgages

upon real estate.

3.8 CONNECTING SUBSTANDARD PLUMBING- Whenever it is desirable to connect

substandard plumbing with the DISTRICT'S water and/or sanitary sewer systems, and

providing water and/or sanitary sewer service is available from the DISTRICT, the owner

or plumber contemplating doing such work shall notify the Hernando County Building

Division, which shall provide an inspection of said substandard plumbing and notify the

owner or plumber what alterations will be necessary to place said substandard plumbing in

an acceptable condition for such connection. Any owner or plumber who shall make any

connection ofsubstandard plumbing to the DISTRICT'S systems without the approval ofthe

Building Division shall be subject to the penalties hereinafter provided.

3.9 UNLAWFULCONNECTION - It shall be unlawful for any person to connect into

any water or sanitary sewer line owned by the DISTRICT without the written consent,

direction and supervision of the DEPARTMENT in accordance with applicable provisions



of the Hernando County Code of Ordinances. Any property owner or plumber who shall

make any connection without the consent of the DEPARTMENT shall be subject to the

penalties hereinafter provided.

3.10 IMPROPER SANITARY SEWER CONNECTIONS - All sanitary sewer laterals or

sanitary sewer clean-outs which contain leaks or breaks; uncapped sanitary sewer clean-outs,

sump pumps, down spouts or yard drains which discharge into the sanitary sewer system;

and all other sources of accidental, negligent or intended introduction of storm run-off or

similar waters into the sanitary sewer system are hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and

shall be abated by the owner of the property, who is hereby required to remove or correct

such improper sanitary sewer connections.

3.11 CROSS CONNECTION WITH PRIVATE OR REUSE WATER SUPPLY

PROHIBITED

3.11.1 It shall be unlawful for any person to connect or cause to be connected to the

DISTRICT water pipes, by any means whatsoever, other pipes containing

water from any water supply other than the potable water supply of the

DISTRICT and the owner of the property where any such cross connection is

made shall be held responsible for the violation of this section.

3.11.2 If a person, as the owner of the property, shall have upon such property a

supply of water other than the supply oCpotable water furnished by the

DISTRICT, and also have upon such property a water supply furnished by the

DISTRICT, such owner shall have and is hereby required to have a dual

system ofpipes, one system of pipes being for potable water supplied by the

DISTRICT, and the other system ofpipes being for the supply of water from

the private or reuse supply, and it shall be unlawful for the two (2) systems to

be connected together in any manner whatsoever.

3.11.3 It is hereby required that tanks into which water furnished by the DISTRICT

is discharged shall be at such distance below the discharge pipes so that at

no time can the water in such tanks rise to the level as to come in contact with

the discharge pipe, and that the installation shall be constructed so that the

outlet ofthe discharge pipes shall be at least six inches (6") above the maximum



possible height of the water in the tanks and that the pipes shall be so

constructed in conjunction with the discharge of water into the tanks which

shall create an atmospheric gap to prevent anypossible siphonage or siphoning

effect, and it shall be unlawful to construct or erect the pipes or tanks

otherwise than prescribed herein.

3.11.4 The DISTRICT may adoptpolicies to regulate cross-connections and shall

enforce such adopted policies as if fully set out herein.

3.12 BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES - Each multi-family residential

structure with a master water meter-,- and each non-residential or commercial premises

connected to the DISTRICT water lines, and any other connection ofDISTRICT water lines .

to distribution lines which have not been accepted or approved bythe DISTRICT (other than

lateral connections serving individual parcels and not specifically provided for herein) shall

have a backflow prevention assembly installed, at no cost to the DEPARTMENT, in

accordance with DEPARTMENT specifications, inspection, and approval. Any such

backflow prevention assembly shall be operated and maintained by the owner of the

establishment, at no cost to the DEPARTMENT, in accordance with DISTRICT policies and

may be inspected at any time by the DEPARTMENT.

3.12.1 Notice; time limit. In the event that any multi-family residential structure with

a master meter or any non-residential or commercial customer does not have installed the

backflow prevention device or devices required hereunder, orwhenever the DEPARTMENT

reasonably determines that any hazard to public health and safety exists by virtue of the

absenceofsuch backflow prevention devices at any establishment, such establishment shall

be required to install appropriate backflow prevention devices for the protection of the

potable water system within 45 days of written notice by the DEPARTMENT. Written

notice of the requirement to install a backflow prevention device shall be delivered to the

premises with a copy mailed to the customer address as it appears on the DEPARTMENT

records. The notice shall state:

3.12.1.1

3.12.1.2

The fact that a backflow prevention device is required.

The type of device required to be installed.



3.12.1.3

3.12.1.4

3.12.1.5

The fact that the device is required to be installed within 45 days

of the date of the notice.

The date that an inspection of the premises will occur to verify

the installation of the device.

The date on and after which delivery of water shall be

discontinued to the premises ifthe device has not been installed.

3.12.2 Change ofoccupancy or land use At such times as a change of occupancy or

land use occurs, the DEPARTMENT shall have the right to review the new occupancy or

land use and if, in the opinion of the DEPARTMENT, a different type of backflow

prevention device is required due to an increased likelihood of a potential hazard to the

health and safety ofpotable water users, the customer shall be responsible for the installation

of the new device at the customer's own expense.

3.12.3 Any backflow prevention device required herein shall be of a model and size

approved by the DEPARTMENT. The term "approved backflow prevention device" shall

mean a device that has been manufactured in full conformance with the standards established

by the American Water Works Association (AWWA) and entitled"AWWA C5l 0 Double

Check Valve Backflow PreventionAssembly" or "AWWA C5l1 Reduced Pressure Principle

Backflow Prevention Assembly" and which has met completely the laboratory and field

performance specifications of the Foundation for Cross Connection Control (FCCC) and

Hydraulic Research (HR) ofthe University ofSouthern California established by the Manual

of Cross Connection Control, 9th Edition, dated 1993, or the most current issue.

3.12.3.1 Such AWWA and FCCC and HR standards and specifications have

been adopted by the DEPARTMENT. Final approval shall be evidenced by a certificate of

approval issued by an approved testing laboratory certifying full compliance with such

AWWA standards and FCCC and HR specifications.

3.12.3.2 The DEPARTMENT shall perform a certified inspection and make

an operational test on an annual basis at any premises where backflow prevention devices are

installed. Such inspections and tests shall be at the expense of the customer and shall be

charged and billed according to a rate schedule for such inspections and tests to be adopted



and amended from time to time in a resolution ofthe DISTRICT BOARD. Where inspection

and/or testing demonstrates a significant hazard to potable water users, the DEPARTMENT

may perform or require inspections and tests at intervals more frequent than annually.

3.12.3.3 Backflow prevention devices shall be repaired, overhauled, and/or

replaced at the expense of the customer-user whenever such devices are found to be so

defective as to present an increased likelihood of a potential hazard to the health and safety

ofpotable water users. Records ofsuch repairs, overhauls or replacements shall be submitted

to the DEPARTMENT.

3.12.3.4 Any backflow prevention device which does not meet the

requirements of this section but was an approved device for the purposes described herein

at the time of installation and which has been properly maintained shall be inspected by the

DEPARTMENT as the DEPARTMENT deems appropriate and shall not otherwise be

subject to the requirements of this_section so long as the DEPARTMENT is assured such

device will satisfactorily protect the public potable water supply system. Wherever the

existing device is moved from the present location, or requires more than minimum

maintenance, or constitutes a hazard to the health and safety ofpotable water users, the unit

shall be replaced by a backflow prevention device meeting the requirements ofthis section.

3.13 UNLAWFUL CONNECTIONS; REMEDIES; DISCONNECTIONS -

3.13.1 It shall be unlawful for any person to make a connection to the DISTRICT's

water and/or sanitary sewer systems without authority to do so from the DISTRICT.

Any such unlawful connection shall be subject to the penalties provided herein,

including but not limited to restitution of any costs and expenses incurred by the

DEPARTMENT in disconnecting such unlawful connection in the manner provided

herein.

3.13.2 The DEPARTMENT shall have the right to immediately disconnect an illegal

connection, if the DEPARTMENT deems the immediate disconnection to be in the

best interest ofpublic health and safety. Otherwise, ifany owner of any lot or parcel

of land within the DISTRICT shall fail and refuse to disconnect any unlawful

connection with the DISTRICT'S water and/or sanitary sewer system within

forty-eight (48) hours of notification so to do by the DEPARTMENT, then the



DEPARTMENT shall be authorized to make such disconnections, entering on or upon

any such lot or parcel of land for the purpose of making such disconnection. In any

case, the DEPARTMENT shall be entitled to recover the cost of making such

disconnection, together with reasonable penalties and interest and attorney's fees, by

suit in any court of competent jurisdiction.

SECTION 2. AMENDING SECTION 28-211, HERNANDO COUNTY CODE OF

ORDINANCES, "REQUESTS FOR SERVICE" RELATING TO CONNECTION TO
WATER AND WASTEWATER FACILITIES OF THE HERNANDO COUNTY
WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT, AS SAID SECTION WAS PREVIOUSLY
AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2005-20, TO SPECIFICALLY REQUIRE A
REQUEST FOR SERVICE AND CONNECTION FEE PAYMENT WHEN SERVICE
IS AVAILABLE AS A PREREQUISITE TO A BUILDING PERMIT, TO READ AS
FOLLOWS, WITH NEW MATERIAL UNDERLINED:

Sec. 28-211. Requests for service.

(a) General.

(1) Authority to subdivide real property or construct residential, commercial or industrial

improvements in the unincorporated area ofHernando County shall require a request to the

department for water and sewer service, except in the City of Brooksville's first right of

refusal area, establishedper interlocal agreement or within such other area as may be deemed

by agreement or law to exclude the operation ofthis ordinance. Ifwater or sewer service or

both is deemed available under applicable ordinances, or if required by other provisions of

ordinance, law or regulations, no building permit shall issue for construction of residentiaL

. commercial or industrial improvements, unless and until a request for service has been made

to the department or such other utility provider as may operate available service, and all

applicable connection fees have been paid.

(2) All requests for water and/or sewer service shall be in the form of applications made

to the department. The department will review the initial request to determine the apparent

feasibility and requirements for providing service.

(b) Individual single-family homes. Applications for single residential homes shall he

made directly to the department.



(c) Applications.

(1) All requests (applications) for service in the district shall be submitted in writing, or

verbally, to the:

Hernando County Utilities Department

21030 Cortez Boulevard

Brooksville, Florida 34601

Telephone: (352) 754-4037

Fax: (352) 754-4485

E-mail: HCUDCS@co.hernando.fl.us

(2) All requests for single or multi-family developments, commercial and/or other

establishments involving water or wastewater flows in excess of two thousand (2,000)

gallons per day shall be submitted, in writing, by a registered professional engineer, unless

otherwise approved by the department.

SECTION 3. AMENDING SECTION 28-216, HERNANDO COUNTY CODE OF
ORDINANCES, "CONNECTION FEE PAYMENT, REVISIONS, EXPENDITURES
AND REFUNDS" RELATING TO CONNECTION TO WATER AND
WASTEWATER FACILITIES OF THE HERNANDO COUNTY WATER AND
SEWER DISTRICT, TO READ AS FOLLOWS, WITH NEW MATERIAL
UNDERLINED AND DELETED MATERIAL STRUCK THROUGH:

Sec. 28-216. Connection fee payment, revisions, expenditures and refunds.

(a) Connection fee payment schedule. Payment of connection fees shall be made upon

commitment by the district for capacity, upon approval of a water and/or sewer service

agreement, or concurrent with the issuance of building or remodeling permits by the

Hernando County Development Department. Connection fees shall be paid either as a lump

sum or in project phases as described below, or on an installment basis with monthly,

quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments. For all connection fees paid on an installment

basis, the installment period shall not exceed five (5) years.

(1) Lump sum payment. The connection fee payment amount shall be for the amount of

sewer or water capacity committed to the project. Connection fees for all projects involving

single buildings shall be paid fully upon receipt of the formal commitment. Payment of

connection fees for any project may be made as a lump sum at the option ofthe applicant and



shall be paid upon receipt offormal commitment. Ifan immediate expenditure offunds is not

required by the county to provide service, an irrevocable letter ofcredit from a Florida bank

or other security acceptable to the county attorney equal to one hundred (100) percent ofthe

total connection fee may be acceptable, until a time specified by the county.

(2) Project phase payments. Connection fees for project phases shall be paid upon

commitment for service by the district for the additional project phases. If an immediate

expenditure of funds is not required by the district to provide service, an irrevocable letter

ofcredit from a Florida bank or other security acceptable to the county attorney equal to one

hundred (100) percent of the total connection fee may be acceptable, until a time specified

by the county.

(3) Installment payments. In cases of financial need, the department may offer an

installment payment plan to persons with a single-family home that must be connected to the

county's systems as a result of well failure, water and/or sewer line extensions that require

connection of existing properties, and/or by order of the health department or the Florida

Department of Environmental Protection. The installment payments will be assessed and

collected in the manner described in subsection 28~214(d)(6).

(b) Connection fee revisions. Any changes in regard to connection fees listed herein shall

be by resolution of the Hernando County Water and Sewer District Board at a properly

advertised board meeting in accordance with subsection 28-213(c)(2). Revised connection

fees shall apply to commitments then in effect as follows:

(1) Commitments involving connection fees fully paid under the lump sum payment

method shall not be effected by the revised fee schedule until expiration ofthe commitment.

Ifa time extension is granted upon expiration ofthe commitment, additional applicable fees

shall apply for all phases ofthe project for which construction plans have not been approved.

The applicant shall have the option ofeither paying the difference in connection fees for each

project phase made after expiration of the original commitment or of having the remaining

unused connection fee balance credited toward a revised number of prepaid connections.

(2) Commitments involving connection fees paid under the incremental payment method

shall be revised in the following manner:

a. Down payments shall be credited in the same manner as lump sum payments described

in subsection (b)( 1) above.

b. lJpon full utilization ofthe lump sum payment, connection fees for remaining units shall

be based upon the connection fees in effect at the time application is made for a building

permit.



(c) Connection fee extended payment plan. When private entities, serving apartments,

mobile home parks or other commercial establishments under single ownership and/or

control are required by a governmental agency to connect to the district utility system, the

connection fees required by Section 28-213 may be paid as a lump sum in accordance with

this section, subsection (a)( I) or, if approved by the board, on an extended payment plan.

The extended payment plan shall require a down payment equal to twenty (20) percent ofthe

connection fee. The remainder shall be payable in equal monthly installments at an annual

interest rate not to exceed what is authorized by Florida Statutes over a period oftime not to

exceed five (5) years. Monthly installments may be billed and paid separately or along with

the monthly water and/or sewer service bills from department, or by use of pre-issued

monthly coupons or billing statements.

(d) Connection fee expenditures.

(I) Connection fees will be deposited in a separate fund and accounted for by water or

sewer revenue and expense.

(2) All interest earned by the investments ofmonies in this fund will be deposited into this

fund prorated to water or sewer per account balance.

(3) Connection fees may be expended district-wide.

(e) Comlection fee refunds. Except as otherwise required by law, connection fees paid

to the department are not refundable.

(1) Request for refunds ~ill be considered by the department ifsnbmitted in ~riting prior

to thirty (30) days before expiration of commitment ~hen no service to any pOrtiorl of the

project subject to such commitment has commenced or other ~ise been provided.

(2) Upon receipt ofa ~rittenrequest for connection fee refund and termination orser vice

commitment, the director of the department ~i1l determine and advise the applicant ~ithin

thirty (30) day s as to the amount of refund, if any.

(3) Any funds expended by the district related in any ~ay to the ser vice request in

question, including but not limite'd to land, engineer ing and const! tlction, shall be deducted

fr om the prepaid c01mection fee, in detelmilling the amoullt of the refund.

(4) Refunds shall be made ~ithin ninety (90) days of oliginal request, ~ithout interest.



(t) In the event that a force majeure or an act ofa state or federal go~ernment regnlatory

agency prohibits the distr ict £1 om connecting the applicant to the water or wastewater system,

the district agrees to refund all connection fees paid.

SECTION 4. Severability.

It is declared to be the intent ofthe board ofcounty commissioners that ifany section,

subsection, clause, sentence, phrase, or provision of this ordinance is for any reason held

unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity thereofshall not affect the validity ofthe remaining

portions of this ordinance.

SECTION 5. Inclusion in the Code.

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of Hernando County,

Florida, and it is hereby provided, that the provisions ofthis Ordinance shall become and be

made a part ofthe Code ofOrdinances ofHernando County, Florida. To this end, any section

or subsection of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such

intention, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section, "article", or other

appropriate designation.

SECTION 6. Effective date.

This ordinance shall take effect immediatelyupon receipt ofofficial acknowledgment

fromthe office ofthe Secretary ofState ofFlorida that this ordinance has been filed with said

office.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF

HERNANDO COUNTY in Regular Session this 14th day of February, 2006.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA

- "":; ~I,. ~ ,

. " :; ,\ .~ .

~.~
. DIANE ROWDEN

Chairperson


