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HERNANDO COUNTY MPO 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 
 
 
INTRODUCTION
 
The Hernando County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is developed and updated annually as part of the Hernando Area 
Transportation Study Certification Process.  Preparation and maintenance of the TIP is one of several prerequisites to continued 
receipt of Federal Assistance for Transportation Improvements. 
 
The TIP, a multimodal program consisting of improvements recommended from the transportation systems management and long-
range elements of the Transportation Plan, is developed through a continuing comprehensive and coordinated effort involving the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).  The FDOT’s Five Year Construction Plan is the basic input source for the Strategic 
Intermodal System (SIS), National Highway System (NHS), non-NHS, and Mass Transit portions of the TIP.  Data required for the 
balance of the TIP is assembled from input provided through the Technical Advisory Committee, the Transportation Systems 
Operations Committee, the Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee, and the Citizens Advisory Committee. 
 
Purpose
 
It is the purpose of this narrative to provide information to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) development process which: 
 

‚ Depicts the Hernando County MPO’s priorities for the expenditure of federal funds for major funding categories by 
state fiscal year; 

‚ Identifies all modes of transportation projects within the metropolitan areas to be funded via Title 23 U.S.C. and the 
Federal Transit Act; 

‚ Demonstrates that the TIP is financially feasible; and 
‚ Provides assurance to the FHWA that the project selection process has been carried out in accordance with federal 

requirements (23 C.F.R. 450). 
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The contents of this addendum include brief descriptions of the project selection process that was used for the development of the 
Hernando County MPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  The projects included as part of the TIP State Work Program 
represent FY 2010/11 – 2012/13 for the purpose of fulfilling federal requirements. 
 
Financial Plan
 
The federally funded projects contained within the TIP are financially constrained for each year of the program.  Current and proposed 
Federal, State and locally dedicated revenue sources are reliable and provide a high level of assurance that the Tentative Work 
Program will be fully implemented.  The FDOT is especially committed to the funding and production of all projects in the first three 
years of its Tentative Work Program. 
 
Project Selection Process
 
The federally funded projects included within this Transportation Improvement Program were selected in accordance with Title 23, 
CFR 450.332 (a).  The outcome of this project selection process between the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Hernando County MPO, the Community Transportation 
Coordinator (CTC), and the municipalities within the urbanized area of the MPO resulted in the adoption of a State of Florida 
Department of Transportation Five Year Work Program for FY 2010/11 through 2014/15. 
 
Components of this process include project prioritization by the MPO, the FDOT Tentative Work Program public hearing, and local 
government project review.  A brief description of each of these components include: 
 
 ' Project Prioritization by the MPO - The MPO, working through its Technical Advisory, Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory, 

and Citizens Advisory committees (a part of the public involvement process) prioritized projects on the State Highway 
System based upon necessity of project construction.  Prioritization includes a technical analysis of State maintained 
roadways considering such variables as level of service, cost of upgrading the facility, and project connectivity with the 
existing roadway system. 

 
 '  Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Tentative Work Program Public Hearing - The State DOT has an annual 

public hearing on its Tentative Work Program whereby local governments, the MPO, and the public may review and 
provide comment on the work program prior to its adoption.  This public hearing process enables the FDOT to work 
with the MPO on project selection prior to Final State Work Program adoption. 
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 ' Local Government Project Review - As part of the local adoption of the Hernando County MPO Transportation 
Improvement Program, the MPO requires a public meeting, as well as review by the Technical Advisory, 
Transportation Systems Operations, and Citizens Advisory committees.  This TIP adoption process enables a project 
prioritization selection to be completed by the MPO, adequate funding to be anticipated, and project phasing to be 
developed. 

 
Project Consistency with Local Plans 
 
The project selection process used for adoption of the Hernando County MPO TIP is based upon the requirements of the Federal 
surface transportation legislation of 2005 (SAFETEA-LU).  These requirements include development and adoption of the first three 
years of the TIP, representing fiscal years 2010/11, 2011/12, and 2012/13 for the FDOT State Work Program. 
 
Regarding project selection, the adopted Hernando County TIP is consistent with the following FHWA work program development 
requirements: 
 

'  Only major categories of federal funding are included within the TIP. 
'  The federally funded projects within the TIP have been reviewed and found to be consistent with the MPO priorities as 

determined through the project selection process. 
'  The projects selected for the Hernando County TIP are consistent with the Florida Department of Transportation's 

adopted Work Program, the Hernando County Aviation Authority's Airport Master Plan, the adopted Hernando County 
MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, the adopted Transit Development Plan, and the adopted comprehensive plans of 
the three affected local governments, which include Hernando County, the City of Brooksville, and the City of Weeki 
Wachee. 

' Based upon the project selection process and anticipated funding levels between the FDOT, the FHWA, and the FTA, 
the federal funds are reasonably expected to be available for all projects within the Transportation Project Listings. 

 
Annual Listing of Projects 

 
Pursuant to the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 134 (j)(7)(B) and 49 U.S.C. 5303(c)(5)(B), and Subsection 339.175 (7) (h), F.S., the MPO has 
published an annual listing of projects for which Federal funds have been obligated in the preceding year.  The published document is 
available for public view on the MPO’s website at www.hernandocounty.us/mpo/MPOPrograms.htm, under the TIP section. 

http://www.hernandocounty.us/mpo/MPOPrograms.htm


 

 4

Project Priority Statement 
 
As part of the project selection process, all projects included within the TIP are consistent with MPO priorities and the FDOT Adopted 
Work Program.  The Hernando County MPO's State Highway System Priority of Projects are a major consideration in the adoption of 
the State's work program. 
 
The development of the FDOT Final Work Program includes those projects that are adopted by the MPO within the Priority List of 
Projects.  This list represents the roadway projects that are considered of highest priority for improvement by the MPO and its 
advisory committees.  The criteria for the ranking of transportation projects include: existing and projected facilities levels of service; 
safety considerations; anticipated funding levels; ability to produce; and overall modal performance and system connectivity.  
Consistent with federal requirements, the prioritization process begins with the recommendations of the MPO’s advisory committees.  
Facility specific projects are ranked consistent with the prioritization of the major transportation corridors within the MPO's 
jurisdiction.  The MPO then holds at least one public meeting prior to the TIP adoption.  It is the policy of the Hernando County MPO 
to agenda public input at all of its meetings.  It is noted that the Priority List remains unchanged from the previous fiscal year. 
 
Major Projects 
 
The following capacity projects were initiated or scheduled for production in FY 2009/10:   

‚ I -75 (SR 50 to Sumter County) – six lane design 
‚ SR 50 (US 19 to Mariner Blvd.) – advance right-of-way 
‚ SR 50 (Mariner Blvd. to Suncoast Pkwy.) – advance right-of-way 
‚ County Line Road (Mariner Blvd. to Suncoast Pkwy.) – advance right-of-way   
‚ County Line Road (Suncoast Pkwy. to US 41) – advance right-of-way 
‚ Elgin/Powell Road (Mariner Blvd. to Lauren Dr.) – right-of-way 

 
The major projects programmed to begin or continue in FY 2010/11 include:  

‚ County Line Road (Suncoast Pkwy. to US 41) – advance right-of-way 
‚ Sunshine Grove Road (SR 50 to Ken Austin Pkwy.) – four lane construction 
‚ Elgin/Powell Road (Mariner Blvd. to Lauren Dr.) – four lane construction 
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The MPO will need to identify to FDOT District Seven, early in the TIP development, those major projects for which information is 
needed. 
 
Public Involvement 
 
As mentioned previously, it is the policy of the Hernando County MPO to agenda public input at all of its meetings.  In addition to its 
newsletter, the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) is utilized to enhance public involvement throughout the planning process.  In 
addition, Environmental Justice and Consensus Building workshops were held in June and July 2009 for the Transit Development 
Plan (TDP) update, and in November 2009 for the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) update.  A citizen transportation survey 
was conducted in the fall of 2009.  The MPO website is routinely updated with information. 
 
A draft version of the FY 2010/11 – 2014/15 Transportation Improvement Program was posted on the MPO’s website during the 
committee review process and prior to adoption of the document by the MPO on June 22, 2010.  Additionally, copies of the document 
were made available for review at the MPO office and the Hernando County Library system.  
 
Certification 
 
The Hernando County MPO was re-apportioned by Governor Jeb Bush in February 2004.  The MPO participates in an annual self-
certification list process, the last of which occurred in April 2010. 
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HERNANDO COUNTY MPO STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM 
PRIORITY PROGRAM OF PROJECTS 

 
 
It is the policy of the Hernando County MPO that the following projects on the State Highway System should be implemented 
consistent with the attached Priority List of Projects, which was adopted on September 29, 2009. 
 
The Hernando County MPO recognizes that actual construction dates will be a function of: 
 
1)  the project development activities completed to date; 
2)  the complexity of the project development activities; and 
3)  the available funding by eligible funding categories. 
 
However, all efforts should be put forward to advance State highway projects with the following priority sequence: 
 
The following Priority List of Projects was developed for the purpose of providing the FDOT with a sequence of projects for 
advancement in their work program.  This listing includes projects on the State, County and City transportation networks must be 
considered flexible to respond to the results of the requested Corridor Studies, continuing technical evaluations, and public comment. 
It is the intent of the MPO to periodically reevaluate this priority list. 
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HERNANDO COUNTY MPO 
FIVE YEAR HERNANDO FEDERAL FUNDED PROJECTS 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This section of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is based on input from the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT).  It incorporates all of the major bridge, highway, rail, intersection, maintenance, repair, reconstruction, replacement, and new 
construction projects currently programmed for accomplishment with State and/or Federal funds. 
 
Specifically included are projects on the Interstate, National Highway System (NHS), and Strategic Intermodal System (SIS).  Also 
included are projects on all other (non-interstate and non-NHS) categories of roads that needed to be highlighted. 
 
The primary purpose of this section is to provide an indication of area priorities and the timings of countywide improvements 
projected for implementation for Surface Transportation Program (STP) and other non-local funds. 
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TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED FIVE YEAR WORK PROGRAM 
FISCAL YEARS 2010/11 – 2014/15 

 
 

FISCAL YEARS 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

2010/11 
 

2011/12 
 

2012/13 
 

2013/14 
 

2014/15 
 
Title III B (Congregate Meal Site) 1 & 2    

 
MISC 

90,090 

 
MISC 

93,243 

 
MISC 

96,506 

 
MISC 

99,649 

 
MISC 

102,792 
 
HARC – Section 16b 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 1

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
Professional Therapy Center 1

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
Head Start Program 1

 
MISC 

36,667 

 
MISC 

37,950 

 
MISC 

39,278 

 
MISC 

40,606 

 
MISC 

41,934 
 
Medicaid – Mid Florida Community Services 1 

 
MISC 

1,060,427 

 
MISC 

1,060,427 

 
MISC 

1,060,427 

 
MISC 

1,060,427 

 
MISC 

1,060,427 
 
Mid Florida Community Services (CTC) – Section 5310 Capital  

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 
 
(CTC) – Section 5311 Capital & Operating 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 
Operating 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 
Operating 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 
Operating 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 
Operating 

 
Veh/Equip 

N/A 
Operating 

 
Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged – Planning Grant  

 
MISC 

21,262 TDTF 

 
MISC 

21,794 TDTF 

 
MISC 

22,339 TDTF 

 
MISC 

22,884 TDTF 

 
MISC 

23,429 TDTF 
 
Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged – Operations 
Grant 

 
MISC 

285,810 TDTF 

 
MISC 

295,813 TDTF 

 
MISC 

306,167 TDTF 

 
MISC 

316,521 TDTF 
 

 
MISC 

326,875 TDTF 
 

 
1 - TD Population in Hernando County is projected to increase 3.5 percent per year between 2010 and 2014 as indicated within  

Table V-10 Hernando County Demand for Program Trips, Coordinated Transportation Development Plan. 
2 - Title III B, projected from Mid-Florida Transportation Disadvantaged Memorandum of Agreement. 

N/A - Not available: the agency based upon need will elect to pursue Section 5310 and Section 5311 funds each year. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation 
Enhancement Program 

FFF



 

29 

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
As with the preceding Federal transportation legislation, the SAFETEA-LU provides specific set-aside funds designated for the 
construction of non-highway projects to enhance the quality of the local transportation system.  The following Transportation 
Enhancements Priority List depicts the bicycle and pedestrian projects which were selected through the enhancement ranking process.  
The Technical Advisory, Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory, and Citizens Advisory committees provided projects and discussions of each 
project in relation to the overall goals, objectives, and policies of the comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian plans.  The MPO Board 
selected the final ranking of the enhancement projects, as shown on the attached Transportation Enhancements Priority List. 
 
Ten percent of the Transportation Enhancement Act funds were earmarked for enhancements.  Enhancement funds cannot be 
expended on traditional highway construction projects.  Non-highway capacity projects which qualify for enhancement fund 
allocations include: 
 

  1) Pedestrian and/or bicycle facilities; 
  2) Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites; 
  3) Scenic or historic highway programs (including the provision of tourist and welcome center facilities); 
  4) Landscaping and other scenic beautification; 
  5) Historic preservation; 
  6) Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (including the conversion and 

use thereof for pedestrian and/or bicycle trails); 
  7) Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use thereof, for pedestrian and/or bicycle 

trails);  
  8) Control and removal of outdoor advertising; 
  9) Archaeological planning and research; 
10) Mitigation of water pollution due to highway runoff; 
11) Safety education activities for pedestrians and bicyclists; 
12) Establishment of transportation museums; and, 
13) Projects to reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality. 
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