
 

 

Health & Human Services 
20 N. Main St. Room 161 

Brooksville, FL 34601 
352-540-4338     352-540-4339 Fax 

www.hernandocounty.us/healthandhumanservices 
      “At Your Service” 

 “March 2011” 
A Publication of the Hernando County 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Health Observances……………………………Page 1 
Community Events ...........................……….… ..Pages 1-9 
Helpful Information........................………….  ...Pages 2-9 
Veteran Services..............................……………..Page 9-10 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead!! 
One hour! 

 March 13, 2011 at 2:00 a.m. 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 

THIRD ANNUAL RSVP HEALTH 
AND INFORMATIONAL SHOWCASE 

Put on by  
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 

A Sponsored Program of Mid Florida Commu-
nity  Services 

 
 

Date:        March 5, 2011 
Time:        10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Location:   ELKS 
                 14494 Cortez Blvd. 
                 Brooksville, FL 34613 
Phone:      352-796-8117 

 



Date:         Tuesday, March 8, 2011 
Location:   Silverthorn Country Club 
Time:        12:00 P.M. Check in 
                 1:00 P.M.  Shot gun start 
 
Hole In One Sponsor~Rick Matthews 

Buick, Pontiac, GMC 
 
This golf outing will benefit the Humane 
Society of the Nature Coast.  For details, 
please call:   Beth at 352-797-0962 
 

 Humane Society of the Nature Coast 
P.O. Box 10328 

Brooksville, FL 34603 

For more information on any of the Free  
Library programs, please contact the     
Library Program staff at 352-540-6391.  



THE MCKINNEY-VENTO ACT:  
THE BASICS 

If you lost your housing due to foreclosure and now live doubled-up with family or friends; in a shelter, 
motel, vehicle, camping ground, or temporary trailer; on the street, or in another type of temporary or in-
adequate housing, your child(ren) may be able to receive help through a federal law called the  McKinney-

Vento Act 

 



HOTLINE 
352-799-0657 
SHELTER 

352-686-8759 
352-683-0110 

Cleaning For 
 A Reason 

 
If  you  know  any woman undergoing 
Chemo,  please pass  the word  to  her 
that  there  is  a  cleaning  service  that  provides  Free 
house cleaning one time per month for four months 
while she is in treatment. All she has to do is sign up 
and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treat‐
ment.   Cleaning for a Reason will have participating 
maid  service  in  her  zip  code  area  arrange  for  the  
service. For more information, go to: 

www.cleaningforareason.org 
 

 HELP WITH 
MEDICATIONS 
 
Many drug companies offer 

PatientAssistance Programs (PAPs) that 
provide free prescription medications to low-
income persons of all ages who have no pre-
scription coverage or have exhausted their 
benefits.  The income limits vary for each pro-
gram. The following web sites: www.rxassist.
org or www.needymeds.com provides you 
with access to most PAP instructions and ap-
plications. If these options are not available to 
you, you may contact the Hernando County 
Health and Human Services Dept. at 352-540-
4338 for help in obtaining these applications. 
Proof of household income and your doctor’s 
signature on the application is required. 

Vaccines to prevent serious and/or deadly diseases are 
one of the greatest successes of the 20th century. Vac-
cine-preventable diseases are at their lowest levels ever. 
In the United States in 1997, there were only four cases 
of diphtheria, 138 cases of measles, 50 cases of tetanus, 
181 cases of rubella and no wild polio reported. These 
low numbers are directly related in immunization levels. 

Please call 
352-540-6800 



St. Andrew's Episcopal Church will 
conduct a free bread and pastries  
giveaway for those in need from 9 a.m. 
to  10 a.m. every Saturday in the            
Parish Hall (side entrance) of the 
church located at 2301 Deltona Blvd., 
Spring Hill.  For information, call the 
church office at (352) 683-2010. 

 
Church 
Name 

 
Address 

 
Phone # 

 
Website     
Address 

 
Fellowship  
Community 
Church 

 
11250 Spring 
Hill Drive 
Spring Hill, FL  
34608 
(Next to Sweet 
Bay) 

 
 
(352) 686­
4612 

 
 
No website 
available 
 

 
 
Mount 
Pleasant         
Ministries 

 
27064 Church 
Road 
Brooksville, FL  
34602 
(Off Spring Lake 
Hwy) 

 
(352) 799­
4133  
or 
 (352) 
584­6641 

 
 
No website 
available 

First       
Lutheran 
Church 

30419 Park 
Ridge Drive 
Brooksville, FL  
34602 
(RM West near 
the library) 

 
(352) 796­
8898 

www.
firstluther­
anrmw.org 

       

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 This program’s standard food box provides families 
with approximately $65 worth of groceries for $30. 
Monthly menus differ and consists of fresh,  frozen 
and packaged food. There is no purchase limit for 
boxes, no  applications or qualifications.  Specialty 
boxes of steak, chicken, pork, fruits and vegetables 
are also available. To better help families in need, 
Angel Food Ministries participates in the Food Stamp  
program by accepting food stamps as a source of 
payment to purchase food and is designed to assist 
low-income families buy the food.  Please contact 
the three host sites currently available for further in-
formation or contact Angel Food Ministries at  1-877-
FOOD-MINISTRY or visit their web site at:                                                       
www.angelfoodministries.com.   

Check out www.medicare.gov. People with Medi-
care can begin to see improvements to their cover-
age from free preventive care and wellness visits 
to drug discounts for people in the Medicare Part D 
coverage gap, known as the “donut hole.” 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church will of-
fer “In His Footsteps” soup & sandwich 
outreach program lunch from Noon to 
2:00 p.m. the second Thursday of every 
month in the Parish Hall of the Church 
located at 13485 Spring Hill Dr., Spring 
Hill. 
 
The meal is free of charge. For more  
information, please call the church at 
352-688-0663 



Career Central  
Outreach Center in Brooksville 
 
Career Central has a staff representative co-
located with Health & Human Services, at the 
Hernando County Government Center 20 N. 
Main St., Room 161, Brooksville. Citizens can 
meet with Career Central’s Placement Special-
ist, Adrienne Bostic, Wednesdays from 8:30 am 
to 4:30 pm, or by special appointment. Citizens 
can  learn of the many employment and training 
programs and services offered through  Career 
Central’s One Stop such as youth programs, 
welfare transition, resume preparation, inter-
viewing techniques, and job search. 
 
Career Central is an enterprise sponsored by 
the Pasco Hernando Workforce Board, Inc. Ca-
reer Central serves as the area’s One-Stop 
Venue for meeting both employer and em-
ployee needs. 

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE  
OF HERNANDO COUNTY      

 
PHP is a  program established to help feed 
those homeless and hungry on the west 
side of Hernando County.  For more in-
formation, contact Ron Van Matre at       
352-686-4466 or 352-650-3702. 
 
Date:             Every Sunday 
 
Time:            4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Location:      Hernando County  
                     Senior  Citizens Club 
                     7925 Rhanbuoy Road 
                    Spring Hill, FL  34606 
 
Cost:             FREE to anyone hungry 
 

Sunday Dinner 
 

 
Location: First United Methodist  Church  
                109 S. Broad Street, Brooksville 
 
Time:       2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Date:       Every Sunday 
 
Cost:      FREE to anyone hungry 
 
 
 
Local restaurants join together to offer meals to 
those on fixed incomes, single parents, homeless, 
or “anyone that’s hungry”. Sponsored by 
numerous businesses and organizations 
throughout Hernando County.  For more 
information about Love Your Neighbor, please 
contact John 352-428-9434 or Lisa at 352-428-9275.    
                                                  

 
AUTISM 

Community Support Group for families of children on the Au-
tism Spectrum. Please join BayCare Behavioral Health Insti-
tute in an effort to create awareness in Hernando County.   
 
Date:            1st  & 3rd Wednesday of the month 
Time:            6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Location:     BayCare Behavioral Health Institute  
                     7074 Grove Road, Brooksville, FL 
                       
For more information, please call 352-346-1677 or 352-544-
6233. 

 

 

“ Pay What You Can Donation Station 
Thrift Store” 

 
The store is open every Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. They 
also open up their space every Saturday to lo-
cal individuals to sell items at their Flea Market. 
 
Love Your Neighbor 
Thrift Store 
408 West Jefferson St. 
Brooksville 
 
Contact John Rudney at 352-573-8756 for more 
information. 



Life South Blood Bank Life South Blood Bank Life South Blood Bank 
March ScheduleMarch ScheduleMarch Schedule   

 
 
For a complete calendar, please call                
(352) 596-2002 or visit the website at              
www.lifesouth.org/schedulehernando.html 
                                                            
                                                       
Donors must be 17 or older (16 year olds may  
donate with written parental consent), weigh at 
least 110 pounds and show a valid photo I.D.  
 
 

 
Brookridge Support Group  
Brookridge Club House 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 PM 
Leader: Maria Curley  (727) 856-2196 
 
Oak Hill Hospital Enrichment Center 
11377 Cortez Blvd., Spring Hill, 34611 
1st, 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 1:00 PM and 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 PM  
Leader: Maria Curley   (727) 856-2196 
 
The Residence at Timber Pines  
3140 Forest Road, Spring Hill, 34606 
3rd Monday of the month at 2:00 PM 
Leader: Maria Curley   (727) 856-2196 
 
http://www.alzheimersfamily.org 

VITA 
 
The VITA program is gearing up for their 2011 tax 
season to help the public with their electronic tax 
preparation. 
 
The program will be open to those earning $49,000 or 
below. VITA is once again looking for volunteers who 
would like to become certified in volunteer tax prepa-
ration 
 
The program is sponsored  by the IRS and prepara-
tions are done by certified volunteers in tax prepara-
tion. 
 
Locations: 
RSVP   Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, 
with or without appointments.  
820 Kennedy Blvd., Brooksville 
352-796-8117 
 
Career Central   Wednesdays & Fridays, 9:00 am to 
Noon, by appointment only. 
7361 Forest Oaks Blvd., Spring Hill 
352-200-3020 
 
Spring Hill Library   Fridays & Saturdays, 10:30 am to 
2:30 pm, no appointments. 
9220 Spring Hill Dr., Spring Hill 
352-540-6374 
 
Please call 352-796-8117 if interested. 
 

 
Volunteers helping 

seniors with their health              
insurance option choices. 

Please call toll free  
1-800-96-ELDER 

or 1-800-963-5337 

Spring Hill Regional Hospital/Medical Arts Building 
10441 Quality Drive 
Spring Hill, FL 34609 
352-684-7568 
Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. to Noon 
 
Brooksville Regional Hospital/Medical Arts Building 
17222 Hospital Drive 
Brooksville, FL 34601 
352-544-6022 
Thursdays 11:00 a.m. to Noon 
 
Ridge Manor Library 
6457 Windmere Road 
Brooksville, FL 34602 
352-754-4443 
Wednesday 12:00 p.m. Noon to 1:00 p.m. 

FFFree Medical Clinic  ree Medical Clinic  ree Medical Clinic     
in Brooksvillein Brooksvillein Brooksville   
Crescent Community Clinic is  
a free clinic in Brooksville. The doctors  serve un-
insured, low income residents who might other-
wise go without medical care.  The clinic is mod-
eled after similar ones in Tampa,  Chicago and Los 
Angeles. For more information about the clinic and 
services, please call:     352-799-5500. 
 
Date:                    First 3 Saturdays of the month 
Time:                   10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Location:             656 South Broad Street 
Call Wednesdays for Saturday appointments.  



NAMI Basics a 6 week course on  the mental is-
sues of children and adolescence will be presented 
in the spring of 2011. Registration is required and a 
commitment to attend a 6 classes is expected.  The 
series is FREE.  Topics include: behaviors that are 
seen and affect children such as ADHD, Opposi-
tional Disorder, Conduct Disorder, Anxiety Disor-
der, Childhood Onset Schizophrenia, Substance 
Abuse Disorders and Depression; Treatment is-
sues including medications; brain structure and 
function, and what is working or not working right; 
how to help get a good diagnosis and work with 
treatment centers and the schools; and advocating 
for your child. Participants are care givers of  chil-
dren that may have behaviors of these disorders or 
are diagnosed with these disorders. Registration 
required.  Call 544-0352 or 277-4049 for information 
or to register. 

Hernando County Extension Offers 
FREE 

Economic Survival Series Workshops 
March 2 
Cutting Your Lawn Costs 
Last class of the series 
 
All classes held at the County Extension Of-
fice 
1653 Blaise Dr. 
Brooksville 
Call 352-754-4433 to register 
All classes begin at 6:00 p.m. 
HernandoCounty Extension, visit 
http://extension.hernandocounty.us/ 

Enrichment Centers          New Locations 
Spring Hill Location 
Spring Hill Regional Hospital 
10441 Quality Drive 
Medical Arts Building Suite #105 
Spring Hill, FL 34609 
352-684-7568 
 

Brooksville Locations 
Brooksville Regional Hospital 
17222 Hospital Blvd. 
Medical Arts Building Suite#120 
Brooksville, FL 34601 
352-544-6022 
 

Coming Soon 
Hernando County Mining Association Enrichment Center 
800 John Gary Grubbs Blvd. 
Brooksville, FL 34601 
352-544-5900 

Upcoming NAMI of Hernando County 
Events 

 
May 12, 2011-Dining to Donate @ Applebee’s 
                        4651 Commercial Way, SH 
Time:               4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
                         10% of patrons bills will be donated 
                          to the NAMI Outreach Center 
May 18, 2001-NAMI Open House/Birthday Bash 
                        Details coming soon! 

Shanika Figueroa MSW 
Homeless Student Liaison 
Hernando County School 
Board 



 
Hernando County Veteran Service Officers will 
be available at the following locations: 
 

West Hernando Government Center                       
Monday ~ Friday    8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.                    
7479 Forest Oaks Blvd.                                          
Spring Hill, FL  34606                                               
(352) 754-4033 

Health & Human Services                                      
Every  Friday 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p. m.                          
Hernando County Courthouse                                    
20 N. Main Street, Room 161 (1st Floor)                    
(352) 540-4338  “Appointments Only” 

 

 

 

                                                                                       
For more information, please visit their website at: 
www.hernandocounty.us/veteran_services/ 

 

Veteran Services:  
Operation Family Assistance Network 

 
Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services 

 
 Case management & Resource Coordination 
 In Home Individual, Couples, Children and 

Family Counseling 
 Assessment and Planning 
 Group Counseling 
 Veteran & family Support Groups 
 
The Fan Program is available in Hernando and 
Pasco County. 
 
Meetings:     Thursdays 
Times:           5:30 to 7:00 pm 
Locations:    7074 Grove Rd. Brooksville 
                      14527 7th St., Dade City 
                      8002 King Helie Blvd., New Port Richie 
                   
 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Cindy Lapidus, MS 
Cell Phone: 352-428-6631 

Alison.lapidus@baycare.org 
 

352-232-4770 & 727-420-7943 
(Alternate numbers) 

 
 

Marine Veterans Stationed at Camp    

Lejeune: Register for Drinking Water 

Notifications 

If you were stationed or worked at Camp          
LeJeune before 1987, you may have been        
exposed to dangerous contaminants in the drink-
ing water supply. To register for water testing   
notifications, read about previous studies and   
receive more information, Visit  www.va.gov    
follow the links to Camp Lejeune Historic 
Drinking Water website. 

Brooksville Enrichment Center 
Every Friday 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Brooksville Regional Hospital Ste. 120 
17222 Hospital Blvd., Brooksville 
352-544-6022 “Appointments Only” 



Cell Phone Drop off locations: 
 
Veteran Services: 7479 Forest Oaks Blvd,    
Spring Hill 
 
Health & Human Services: 20 N. 
Main St.,         Rm. 161, Brooksville 
 
For more information, please 
visit their   website at: 
 
http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/index.html 
 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS FOR VETERANS 

Education Benefits  

1-888-442-4551 

Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD) 

1-800-829-4833 
 

Cell Phones for Soldiers Announces 2011 Goals 
Cell Phones for Soldiers recently announced it’s com-
mitment to provide 750,000 communication tools in 
2011 to troops stationed around the world, fulfilling a 
financial and emotional need of deployed armed 
forces. 
 
The average roaming fees from Afghanistan are $3.00 
a minute, making a call home a rarity for many military 
professionals. Help connect military families, donate 
today! 
 
The Hernando County Veteran Services and Health 
and Human Services departments are drop off sites for 
the Cell Phones for Soldiers. 
 
For every phone donated, a soldier will receive one 
hour of phone time to call home. You may drop off the 
phones anytime during regular business hours,     
Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

More  News 
For Veterans 

 

Keith Growe, LISW 
Brooksville Social Worker 
14540 Cortez Blvd. Suite 108 

Brooksville, FL 34613 
 

352-597-8287 
352-597-9816 Fax 

Keithgrowe2@va.med.gov 


